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The general election: how will 
they fight racism and fascism? 


With the general election called for 1 May, Searchlight thought readers would 
like to know the views of the leaders of the three main parties on how govern- 
ment should deal with organised racism and fascism. We therefore asked John 
Major, Tony Blair and Paddy Ashdown four questions. Mr Blair and Mr 
Ashdown gave specific replies to the questions, while the Prime Minister made a 
general policy statement on racism. 

We set out here the questions and the replies and leave readers to draw their 
own conclusions. We would only say that we were disappointed that none of them 
made a clear declaration that they and their parties’ candidates would refuse to 
share platforms with the British National Party and other fascists. 


Our four questions 


1. Britain’s laws regarding organised racist 
activity have been a matter of contention for a 
long time. We do not believe there is a need 
for new legislation to deal with racial vio- 
lence or Holocaust denial. We consider that 
existing laws with some minor amendments 
would probably cover the legitimate concerns 
of most people. I know this is in line with 
what the Chief Constable of Sussex, Paul 
Whitehouse, said in his evidence to the Home 
Affairs Committee’s enquiry into racial 
harassment and attacks in 1993. However we 
are unhappy with the current situation where- 
by the decision to prosecute certain serious 
offences lies with the Attorney General alone. 
This makes the decision more likely to be 
based upon political considerations rather 
than the legal viability of the case. 

Are you prepared to give an undertaking 
that, in the event that your party forms the 
next government, it will introduce a Bill to 
change the existing law so that the Crown 
Prosecution Service would make the final 
decision based solely upon legal considera- 
tions and the evidence provided by the police? 
2. We are sure you share the concerns we 


have that a number of existing parties and 
organisations in Britain which operate on 
anti-democratic principles expect to be able 
to share public platforms with other candi- 
dates at during the general election campaign. 
Many individual candidates from the three 
main parties refuse to share platforms with 
such people. Will you, as leader of your party, 
ask your candidates not to demean democracy 
and the principles upon which your party is 
constituted by appearing alongside or debat- 
ing with such extremists? 

3. Can you clarify your position in relation to 
the proposal to set up a Europe-wide monitor- 
ing bureau that would investigate and keep a 
proper eye on extremist groups and extremist 
individuals in the European Union. 

4. At present there is no coordinated national 
official body monitoring the activities of 
fascist and racist groups in this gountry. 
This task is left to an assortment of policing 
and security organisations. Would you agree 
that a national police squad should be 
formed to tackle this problem, along the lines 
of the very successful National Football 
Intelligence Unit? 
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I have always believed strongly in racial tol- 
erance. I grew up in a multicultural commu- 
nity and I believe that our society is enriched 
by the contribution of individuals from dif- 


able to take full advantage of their opportuni- 
ties, regardless of their colour, sex or creed. 

Over the last 18 years we have seen con- 
siderable improvement in our race relations. 
I am proud of that. The next Conservative 
Government will aim to extend opportunities 
still further for all groups in our society. 

I abhor racism. It has no place in a merito- 
cratic society like ours. The Conservative 


ferent backgrounds and cultures. I want to 
see a society where people get on and are 


Reply from The Rt Hon John Major MP, the Prime Minister 
There will be no let up against racism and prejudice 


Government has taken rigorous action to 
combat it. As a result we now have among 
the toughest laws in Europe to tackle racial 
discrimination. 

The Public Order Act 1986, for instance, 
made incitement to racial hatred punishable 
by a prison sentence. The Criminal Justice 
and Public Order Act 1994 has made the 
publication of racially inflammatory materi- 
al an arrestable offence and has also created 
a new offence of international harassment. 
More recently, we introduced the Protection 
from Harassment Bill — which will very 
shortly receive Royal Assent and become 
law. This measure will ensure that those who 



















target and harass people because of the 
colour of their skin are swiftly and properly 
punished. 

Under the next Conservative Government 
there will be no let up against racism and 
prejudice. Last June at the Florence 
European Council, I and my _ fellow 
European heads of government agreed to the 
establishment of a European centre to moni- 
tor racism, so that we can work together to 
eliminate the barriers to opportunity across 
Europe. 

The next Conservative Government will 
continue to be vigorous in fighting prejudice 
and promoting opportunity. 






Reply from The Rt Hon Tony Blair MP, Leader of the Labour Party 
Active pursuit of those involved in fascist groups 


Question 1 

Labour is determined to do more to combat 
racial violence within present laws. In addi- 
tion we believe that the growth of racial 
attacks requires strengthening of the law with 
a specific offence of committing racial vio- 
lence in line with the 1993 report of the 
Home Affairs Select Committee. We sought 
to amend the 1994 Criminal Justice and 
Public Order Act accordingly. We are not 
convinced that the Crown Prosecution 
Service is currently able to do its job effec- 
tively and we intend to reform its organisa- 
tion and also look at ways of improving the 
Criminal Justice System as a whole to make it 
much more effective. Violence involving a 
racial element is just one of the areas of crime 
which we want to see pursued much more 
vigorously. You can be assured that speeding 


up justice and making the system much more 
effective is one of our highest priorities for an 
incoming Labour Government, if elected. 


Question 2 

In general Labour candidates are keen to 
engage in debate with representatives of other 
democratic parties but will seek to avoid giv- 
ing a platform for representatives of extreme 
or fascist groups. Individual decisions have to 
be taken at a local level but candidates are 
encouraged to take decisions in line with this 
general principle. 


Question 3 

We want to see a European wide centre to 
monitor racism, xenophobia and anti- 
Semitism. We will work with our European 
partners to ensure that the appropriate 


institutional framework is in place to do so. 


Question 4 


During the passage of the Police Bill, Alun 
Michael MP, for the Labour Party, made it 
clear that we want intelligence operations and 
exchange involving the National Criminal 
Intelligence Service actively to pursue those 
involved in fascist groups and racist violence 
as well as the work on terrorism, drug traf- 
ficking, fraud and paedophile activity on an 
international level. 

We also make it clear that the national 
police squads should take racist violence seri- 
ously: the unit which has dealt with football 
violence will be a part of the new structures 
of NCIS and NCS and lessons drawn from its 
work should be applied to these issues across 
Europe. 


Reply from The Rt Hon Paddy Ashdown MP, Leader of the Liberal Democrats 
Aggravated penalties in sentencing racial crime 


Question 1 


The broadest principle of this question we 
agree with. We would wish to examine and 
review those cases previously in which deci- 
sions to prosecute have been refused, to see 
how the current system operates. The problem 
with giving responsibility to the Crown Prose- 
cution Service at the local level is that this 
could result in very eccentric decisions being 
made by relatively junior Crown Prosecutors. 


Question 2 


Freedom of speech within the law is funda- 
mental to a liberal society. It is an inalien- 
able right to which everyone should be enti- 
tled. However, the advocacy of violence is 


incompatible with democracy and I would, 
in general, have no platform with those who 
support such methods. 


Question 3 


On the question of a Europe-wide monitor- 
ing bureau, the Liberal Democrats strongly 
support intelligence sharing on criminal mat- 
ters on a Europe-wide basis. In principle 
there is a good case for a Europe-wide body 
which could pool intelligence on extremist 
groups which operate throughout Europe. 
This could be achieved through extending 
the remit of Europol, although any action in 
this area would have to be subject to proper 
judicial control. 


Question 4 

The Liberal Democrats would encourage 
the use of best policing practices to 
reduce the level of racial violence, 
which could include the establishment 
of dedicated hate crime investigation 
squads. We would also encourage the use 
of aggravated penalties in sentencing 
where racial crime has been identified, 
establish a vigorous programme of police 
training to ensure that the whole area of 
racial harassment and attacks is understood 
and appreciated by the forces of law and 
order, and increase recruitment from 
amongst ethnic minority communities into 
the police forces. 


@ How the Tories are undermining plans for an independent European 
centre to investigate racism: Searchlight exclusive, page 12. 
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teve Sargent has joined the fray 
S over the missing nazi music 

funds. The dispute, which has 
been one of the principal reasons for the 
fallout between the current Combat 18 
leadership and its former boss, has esca- 
lated by claim and counter claim. 
Sargent has issued a three-page docu- 
ment, entitled “come clean about the 
funds now ?” [sic], which makes fasci- 
nating reading. 

Central to the allegation is that Will 
Browning, who according to Sargent is 
a Searchlight agent, has milked ISD 
Records’ nazi CD business to the tune 
of £94,000. ISD Records was estab- 
lished in 1994 using the initials of the 
former Skrewdriver lead singer, Ian 
Stuart Donaldson, who died in a car 
crash in 1993. 

Sargent dissects the music business, 
providing details of record production, 
recording and printing costs and an esti- 
mated profit. He also reveals the names 
of a number of people involved in the 
business. Browning and his “grammar 
school” sidekick, Darren Wells, share 
the brunt of his abuse, but Anthony 
Hancock is named as the printer of the 
covers and four foreign 
nazis, Yannick (Pollet), 
Eric and Marcel (of 
NS88 in Denmark) and 
Jason from Wolfpack, all 
get a mention. 

According to Sargent 
ISD has produced 20 CD 
titles, with a total of 
29,500 copies, over the 
past three years, 
although he proceeds to 
name only 17. The 
biggest production run 
has been “Barbecue in 
Rostock”, the latest No 
Remorse album, which 
is currently the subject 
of police investigation. 

The document, which 
may have been written 
partly by another mem- 
ber of the Sargent fami- 
ly, puts the production = 
cost of these 29,500 CDs at £74,200. 
This includes £59,000 for making the 
CDs, including printing costs from 
Hancock, who the document claims 
charges £400 per 3,000 sheets; record- 
ing costs of £12,000 and other assorted 
costs of £3,200. 

According to Sargent the average CD 
sells for £6.50. Deducting the 1,600 
CDs taken in two police raids duing the 
past two years, results in a total turnover 
of £181,350 and a profit of £96,750 
[sic]. Where, the document asks, has the 
money gone? It claims that the bank 
accounts are empty and the £20,000 
promised by the men who run ISD 
Records at the last NSA meeting has not 
materialised. 

The reader is not left to wait for the 


SHUT DOWN THE PEDDLERS OF HATE 
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Who’s run off with it swag bag? 


Above: William Browning (centre, in black leather jacket) marching with the BNP 
at Thamesmead May 1991. Below left: No Remorse CD cover. A band of criminals 


in every sense 





answer: Will Browning has run off with the 
money. “The I.S.D record company was set 
up as a B&H label it has been fully supported 
by every one in England and has been given 
free adverts in all our magazines, yet we are 
now told its Will’s own company and up to 
him if he gives over any cash? 

“So far”, the unidentified writer continues, 
“all he has shown is £5000 and a list of debts 
scribbled on paper. As for life styles again 
will lives in an £80,000 town house”. The 
document then drones on about how the for- 
mer fiihrers of C18 have been hard done by. 

Sargent’s figures must be taken with a 
degree of caution. If anything they seem to 
down play the actual profit, although this is 
probably out of ignorance rather than malice. 
Searchlight believes that the former con- 
trollers of the C18 empire have not been 





Question: Where has 
all the money gone? 
Answer: It’s in the 
human piggy bank 


privy to many of the details of the actual 
numbers of CDs pressed or the production 
costs. This side of the business has been kept 
in the hands of Browning and Wells. 

Documents in the possession of Searchlight 
show that 3,005 copies of Blood and Honour 
Volume II were made in a total of three 
orders. Sargent’s document claims 2,500. We 
are also led to believe that the German CD 
“Nahkampf’ has become the largest selling 
CD produced by ISD Records, but the docu- 
ment puts the figure at only 1,000 copies. It is 
therefore highly likely that the true number of 
CDs pressed greatly exceeds 29,500. 

While it is clear that this document is slant- 
ed in favour of one faction of the Combat 18 
split, some sections are more than ridiculous. 
If the document is to be believed, not only 
has Blood and Honour handed over £10,800 


es eee Sah Race 


Cover of Warlord CD. After the death 
of lan Stuart Donaldson, Surviving 
members of Skrewdriver refused to 
reform the group as a money-spinner 
for the Sargents. However, some of 
Skrewdriver’s former musicians have 
been playing gigs around the nazi 
scene 


to those running ISD, but if one adds together 
various other figures listed in it, one can only 
conclude that the man running The Order and 
Blood and Honour has lost out by £1,000. 
This is hard to believe, knowing the type of 
man he is. 

ISD is currently being run by Wells and a 
handpicked team of hard-core nazis. He 
might not have such an easy time as his pre- 
decessor. While the former Chelsea 
Headhunter may fancy himself in a fight, he 


Martin Cross 






















































































Steve Sargent’s French assistant, Herve, still holed up in Chelmsford with the 


remnants of the old C18 leadership 


is certainly not Will Browning. Through 
physical violence Browning has ruled the 
music scene largely unopposed. While some 
nazi musicians seem to be making overtures 
towards the Browning faction, including Ken 
McKellan and the band English Rose, others 
are still plotting an alternative. 

Steve Cartwright, the former Blood and 
Honour organiser from Glasgow, is quietly 
building his own media empire, working with 
Resistance Records in the United States and 
Nordland in Sweden. He already has English 
Rose, Squadron and Bulldog Breed under his 
wing. 

The recent incarceration in North America 
of George Hawthorne, alias Burdi, could, 
however, create difficulties for Cartwright. 
Hawthorne’s prison sentence has put paid to 
his intended visit to Scandinavia to play some 
gigs and talk business. A band consisting of 


Paul David Sargent (centre) 


Sargent charged with murder 


Paul David Sargent has been charged with 
murder following the death from stab 
wounds of Christopher Andrew Castle of 
Catford, southeast London. Sargent, 35, has 
been remanded in Chelmsford prison in 
Essex, where he joins Martin Cross, 36, an 
unemployed man from Chelmsford, who 
was charged earlier in connection with the 
same killing. 

The incident occurred at the home in 
Harlow of Natalie Durrant, partner of 
Sargent. An unnamed police source was 


reported shortly after the stabbing as saying 
that the stabbing arose from an internal feud 
in Combat 18. 

The day before Sargent was charged, 
police dropped charges of burglary with 
intent to cause grievous bodily harm and 
making an affray at the same Harlow 
address against William Browning, 26, of 
Bermondsey, south London. 

The police are understood still to be pursu- 
ing extensive inquiries with regard to the 
incidents on 10 February. 





three members of his group Rahowa are 
doing the tour in his place. 

While some doubt must be cast on the 
accuracy of the figures in the Sargent docu- 
ment, they do throw a fascinating light onto 
the highly profitable nazi CD_ business. 
Whatever the outcome of the various police 
investigations currently under way, the nazi 
CD business. will continue, as_ will 
Searchlight’s campaign to “Shut Down the 
Peddlers of Hate”. 


Trade Union 
Friends of 
Searchlight 


Every Searchlight post brings new affilia- 
tions from trade union branches to Trade 
Union Friends of Searchlight (TUFS). We 
have a growing list of invitations to speak 
at branch meetings, regional meetings and 
conferences. We are also working with the 
TUC on the Respect °97 festival and the 
monitoring of fascist candidates in the 
general election. 

The main purpose of TUFS is to 
strengthen and broaden Searchlight’s work 
with trade unionists. We envisage building 
a closer relationship with individual trade 
union branches across the country, which 
we see as an integral part of any serious 
community-based anti-racist initiatives. 


For £50 a year TUFS affiliates receive 
Searchlight every month, updates on trade 
union related issues and special rates for 
training, education and future publica- 


tions. First-time affiliates will receive 
Searchlight Educational Trust’s widely 
acclaimed handbook, When Hate Comes 
To Town, which normally costs organisa- 
tions £30. 


What you can do as a Trade Union Friend 
of Searchlight: 

@ Get your branch to send us information 
on racist and fascist activity in your area; 
@ Invite a Searchlight speaker to address 
your branch or committee meeting; 

@ Encourage your union to take practical 
action against racism and fascism. 


We urge readers to get their union branch- 
es to become TUFS members. Details and 
application forms from Searchlight, 37B 
New Cavendish St, London W1M 89JR. 
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BNP scrapes the barrel in 
a bid to hit the magic fifty 


took the decision to contest 50 seats at 
the forthcoming general election. The 
decision was not made because of an expecta- 
tion of electoral success; the party is a 
marginal electoral force. The BNP is fielding 
candidates because it is a good recruitment 
exercise and because it will give the party the 
opportunity to have a huge amount of its 
material distributed free by the Royal Mail. 
Most importantly, if it stands 50 candidates 
the party will be entitled to a free party politi- 
cal broadcast on television. As the January 
1996 edition of Spearhead announced: 
“The TV broadcast will be made over all 
four terrestrial channels. To buy five minutes 
on the entire ITV network would cost about 


I n August 1995 the British National Party 


£1,500,000. Assuming BBC1, with which it - 


is comparable, were able to do the same, that 
would cost another £1,500,000. Going on to 
look at Channel 4, five minutes’ advertising 
would cost £100,000. Again assuming BBC2 
with which it is comparable were able to do 
the same, that would be another £100,000. 
Total cost £3,200,000. ... far better at this 
stage to adopt a high profile, making publici- 
ty, advertise ourselves and above all recruit 
from so doing. The more one thinks about all 
these factors the more evident it is that the 50 
seat campaign was the only logical choice — 














the next stepping stone on the road to power.” 

The BNP claims to have reached its target 
of 50 candidates, although not all the names 
have been published and as Searchlight goes 
to press fewer than 40 announcements have 
been recorded. The BNP continues to adver- 
tise in Spearhead for members to come for- 
ward as candidates and reminds them that “... 
It is not necessary for the candidate to live in 
or anywhere near the constituency in which 
he or she is standing; indeed it is often conve- 
nient for a candidate to stand elsewhere in the 
country where publicity will not have the 
same effects as nearer home.” 

The BNP sees the coming general election 
as an opportunity to build its organisation and 
create a new level of activity — to lift the 
party out of its post Millwall slump, which 
followed the loss of Derek Beackon’s short- 
lived seat on Tower Hamlets council. 
Believing that the generation with personal 
memories of the Holocaust are “‘as a political 
force already gone”, the BNP feels that it is 
entering a new era. Combined with a belief 
that the new millennium will offer the party 
new opportunities, the BNP sees this election 
as a springboard for the future. Like the mil- 
lennarian fanatics of the sects that existed in 
the Middle Ages the BNP believes that the 
new century will herald a new dawn. 








The list of those missing from the BNP candidates’ list for the general election 
appears to be growing daily. Derek Beackon (top), the only BNP council 
candidate ever elected, albeit for only five minutes, has decided that his former 
comrades or his party’s policies are not worth standing up for. Perhaps it’s 
because party boss John Tyndall nicked the East End constituency Beackon 


thought was rightly his. 


Lady Jane Birdwood has cried off through a combination of rapidly failing 
health and legal problems. Paul “Trotsky” Ballard (above right) may have 
decided not to stand because of two police raids on his home over certain hate 
publications and a recent conviction for drunk driving. 

John Merritt (above left) may have decided to give the election a miss because 
of the growing attacks on him by his former pals. Russell Smith came and 
almost at once took off for mainland Europe. He has clearly decided life there is 
sweeter than losing a deposit in West Yorkshire 
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Old wine, 
old bottles 


Although the British National Party is try- 
ing to present itself in a new way by har- 
nessing the World Wide Web and harping 
on about technology, it is still stuck in the 
past. This ragbag collection of old-fash- 
ioned racists, antisemites and criminals can 
be seen for what it is with just a cursory 
glance at some of the party’s policies. All 
the quotes that follow are taken from the 
BNP manifesto. 


A one party state 

“The establishment of a government of 
national unity that will put an end to 
nationally divisive party warfare; the 
return of leadership and 

statesmanship to British affairs.” 


Old fashioned racial fascism 
“An end to immigration and a start to repa- 
triation.” 


Old fashioned imperialist racism 
“The disbanding of the multi-racial 
Commonwealth and its replacement by a 
new Commonwealth of self-governing 
white states.” 


Return to barbarism and an 
exercise in hypocrisy 

“Tougher treatment of criminals including 
the return of the death penalty.” 


The three Rs? 

A return to traditional methods of educa- 
tion with stronger discipline in the class- 
room and the sacking of trendy teachers. 


An end to compassion 

“An end to overseas aid and the allocation 
of the money saved to the financing of 
repatriation and greater help for the needy 
at home.” 


The immoral minority 
“A return to healthy moral values aimed at 
strengthening the family and community.” 


The ‘law 
and order’ 
election 
team 


John Tyndall 


Bethnal Green and Bow 

1959 Convicted for threatening behaviour. 
1962 Jailed for organising a paramilitary 
organisation. 

1966 Fined £20 in June for possessing, with 
others, offensive weapons, namely 30 wood- 
en coshes, six metal bars, two metal pins and 


“Of course, the BNP’s showing 
in the coming general election 
will still be a hundred times 
short of such a dramatic result 
[electoral victory]. But the 
publicity generated, and the 
new recruits thereby gained, 
will, once they are trained and 
integrated, take us a big step 
towards it. The economic and 
social havoc wreaked by free 
trade and mass immigration is 
creating the conditions 
necessary for us to have an 
electoral ball at the expense of 
the old system. The coming 
general election will not be 


























that ball, but it will give us the 
chance to turn our pumpkin 
into a coach.” 


Nick Griffin, editor of The Rune, a 
wannabe big fish too high and mighty 
to stand for Parliament, or is his 
absence from the BNP candidates’ list 
because he is knee deep in police 
raiding his Welsh country hideaway 


two saw blades. 

1966 Jailed for six months in October for 
having a loaded pistol without a licence and 
for possessing it within five years of being in 
prison. 

1986 Convicted with John Morse for incite- 


Nick Griffin, writing in 


ment to racial hatred under the Public Order 
Act. Sentenced to 12 months’ imprisonment, 
reduced to six on appeal. 

1993 In an action brought by Merton 
Council, Tyndall was fined, with Richard 
Edmonds, for producing stickers and posters 
that were plastered on local property. 


Richard Edmonds 


Southwark North and Bermondsey 
1987 Convicted with Ian Dell for an attack 
on the Nelson Mandela statue. 

1993 In an action brought by Merton 
Council, Edmonds was fined, with John 
Tyndall, for producing stickers and posters 
that were plastered on local property. 

1994 Edmonds and two other BNP mem- 
bers were found guilty of violent disorder for 
an attack which left a black man badly 


LARC ONES 











An odd trio of convicted criminals: (from left) _ 
Richard Edmonds, John Tyndall and John Morse. a 
Morse and some of his mates were recently 
ejected from a Bournemouth pub after booking 
in for a BNP meeting under false colours 
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scarred. Incredibly, he received only a three- 
month sentence despite the fact that the judge 
accepted he had thrown the first glass. He had 
earlier been acquitted after being arrested 
while out canvassing with a bread knife in his 
pocket. 


John Morse 

Bournemouth West 

1986 Convicted with John Tyndall for 
incitement to racial hatred under the Public 
Order Act. Sentenced to 12 months’ impris- 
onment, reduced to six on appeal. 


lan Dell 


Reading 

1993 Convicted for carrying out an attack 
on a black man after the votes had been 
counted in a council by-election 
on the Isle of Dogs. 
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Steven Belshaw 

Ashfield, Nottinghamshire 

1994 Served 80 hours’ community service 
for an attack on a group of anti-fascists. 


Tony Lecomber 
East London and Essex organiser, 
election agent for 17 candidates and 
the brains behind the BNP’s election 
film 
1985 Convicted on five counts for offences 
under the Explosives Act, including posses- 
sion of home-made hand-grenades and elec- 
tronic timing devices. Sentenced to three 
years’ imprisonment. 
1991 Sentenced to three years’ imprison- 
ment for unlawful wounding for his part in an 
attack on a Jewish teacher. 

These are merely the last of Lecomber’s 12 
convictions. 





BNP election film director, terrorist and East End and Essex BNP 
organiser Tony Lecomber bored stiff by his Fihrer’s speaking style; 


now, whom does the jabbing finger remind you of? 


Searchlight, April 1997 7 


The enemies of democracy: The far-right candidates 


These are the constituencies where the four far-right groups standing in the general election, with candidates’ names 
where possible. The low level of organisational control inside the BNP has left many candidates unsure of where they 
are standing, and many names being imposed onto local branches by the party’s head office press gang. This list is as 
up-to-date as we can provide as we go to press. We shall be obtaining more detailed information in the course of the 


election campaign and readers can telephone our office periodically for updates. 






































British National Party Constituency Candidate 
Constituenc Candidate eum ee 
y Manchester Gorton 

Aldershot Dr Donald Stevens Mitcham & Morden Linda Cooper 
Ashfield Steven Belshaw Poplar and Canning Town 
Barking Mark Tolman Oo Reading West or East Tan Dell 
Basingstoke —_— Rochdale Gary Burgin 
Batley and Spen 4 Rossendale & Darwin Andrew Wearden 
Bethnal Green and Bow John Tyndall Scunthorpe 
Birmingham Northfield Lee Windridge Southwark North & Bermondsey Richard Edmonds 
Birmingham Perry Barr Keith Axon Stoke South Steven Batkin 
Blackpool North & Fleetwood John Ellis Worcester 
Bournemouth West John Morse 
Bradford South Roger Wood National Front 
Broxbourne David Bruce 

4 Beckenham 
pane Valley Christian Jackson Hertfordshire South West John McAuley 
Cardiff South David Jones Walsall South 
Carshalton & Wallington Watford RaheniGrcicher 
Chingford & Woodford Green Alan Gould — oa = 
Coren Sour National Democrats 
Croydon South : 
Dagenham Bill Binding Bermondsey Inga Yngvisson 
Darlington Birmingham Ladywood Andy Carmichael 
Dartford Blackburn Tina Wingfield 
Derby South Burton-on-Trent Keith Sharp 
Dewsbury Dagenham Mike Hipperson 
East Ham Derby South Rob Evans 
Edinburgh (seat not yet chosen) Dudley North Simon Darby 
Edmonton Bruce Cowd East Ham Graham Hardy 
Eltham Bill Hitches East Yorkshire Mike Cooper 
Enfield North Jean Griffin Top: Linda Cooper, née Halesowen & Rowley Regis Karen Needs 
Epping Forest Paul Henderson Miller: out of condition and —_ Leicester South Kevin Sills 
Erith & Thamesmead fed up, standing in south- Leicester West Clive Potter 
Feltham & Heston Robert Church west London, far from her —_ Londonderry East Tan Anderson 
Glasgow Govan Jim White East End home. Above: Nottingham South Sharron Edwards 
Hackney South Gordon Callow Alan Gould, candidate for Plymouth Devonport Stephen Ebbs 
Harlow Chingford and Woodford Southport Mike Middleton 
Holborn & St Pancras Colin Smith Green, struggles hard to Stoke South — Brian Lawrence 
Ilford North Paul Wilson give the BNP arespectable West Bromwich West Steve Edwards 
Ilford South Aron Owens image. Below: Steve Wolverhampton North East Martin Wingfield 
Islington South & Finsbu Belshaw, in white tie, walks . 
Kent (seat not known) . Michael Easter to court in Nottingham. His Third Way 
Kingswood Avon Peter Hart conviction for violence is Broxbourne Brent Cheetham 
Leeds Rothwell and Morley Gary Osborn no bar to standing as a Hornchurch Jeannie Trueman 
Leicester West John Peacock BNP candidate Ulster Mid 


Monitoring the far right 
election candidates 





















The Searchlight election team would like 
to thank readers who have provided us 
with information on far-right candidates 
over the past three months. We are now 
approaching the close of nominations, 
when much new information will become 
available. While this is the last issue of 
Searchlight before the election, we still 
need information on the candidates and 
main activists in the campaign, as our 
office will be providing an information 
service to readers. 

If you receive any information, please 
phone us on 0171 284 4040 or send a fax 
to 0171 284 4410. 
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BNP 
candidate 
exposed as 
sex pervert | 


s the British National Party frantical- 
Ae searches for the remaining few 

candidates in its bid to reach the 
magic 50, one option seems to have been 
closed. Ken Walsh, who has twice stood for 
the BNP in east London, has disappeared. 

A nationwide hunt is now underway for 
Walsh, a veteran football hooligan and nazi. 
Combat 18 and the Chelsea Headhunters, the 
two organisations with which Walsh has 
recently been connected, are searching along- 
side the police for Walsh, who has run off 
with the 16-year-old daughter of Stuart Glass. 

It appears that 40-year-old Walsh has been 
having a relationship with Miss Glass for 
some considerable time, despite the fact that 
she only turned 16 last October. Walsh and 
Miss Glass disappeared soon afterwards. In 
February she was the subject of a television 
missing person appeal. 

His relationship explains the considerable 
change in his appearance during recent 
months. Walsh, known for his dirty state, has 
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Above: Ken Walsh (far left). What is going through his mind as he spots Stuart 
Glass (far right, back to camera). Below: The bad old days: nazis at Chelsea 





recently been seen in new fashionable clothes 
and a “young” haircut. 

What has particularly sickened Stuart 
Glass, a leading football hooligan at Chelsea, 
and his brother Warren, the BNP west 
London organiser, is that Walsh has been a 
family friend for 20 years. Stuart Glass had 
even employed Walsh in his removal compa- 
ny only weeks before their disappearance. 
The brothers are both very closely associated 
with C18. 

Although he originates from the Northwest, 
hence his nickname “Salford”, Walsh has 
been a leading Chelsea Headhunter hooligan 
since the late 1970s. He earned himself a rep- 
utation as a hard man, although some were 


Following their leaders: the supporters of ‘law and order’... 


Members and supporters of the “law and 
order” party have not hesitated to follow the 
example of their leaders. 


Racial attack 


Three BNP supporters attacked Kenneth 
Harris on a garage forecourt because he was 
with a white woman. When Harris asked 
why they were attacking him, they replied: 
“Cos you’re black”. In 1994 Laurie Ridley, 
21, was sentenced to seven years’ imprison- 
ment and Vincent Brian Ribbans, 25, and 
Edward Michael Duggan, 26, were each sen- 
tenced to five years’ imprisonment. 

In the attack Harris was stabbed with a 
screwdriver and Ridley used Harris’s own 
car to run over his legs twice. Police sources 
said they made their living doing armed rob- 
beries and that nazi material was found at 
their homes. 


Scottish organiser convicted 
Gary Robertson, the BNP’s Edinburgh 
organiser, was convicted in 1994 for pos- 
sessing racist material with a view to dis- 
tributing it. The material included stickers 
saying “Paki scum off our streets” and 
“Niggers go back to Africa. Boycott Jew- 
controlled nigger music”. 


More law and order 
Paul Atherton, 30, Anthony Hedley, 28, and 


Kevin Dixon, 26, were sentenced, in 1994, 
to two years’ imprisonment for carrying out 
an attack on a local Labour Party activist and 
a black youth. The Labour Party member 
was beaten and kicked by all three nazis. 


Sexual molester 


John Shippen, a 28-year-old skinhead and 
BNP member, shouted “sieg heil”, gave a 
nazi salute and chanted racial abuse before 
sexually molesting a young girl in a 
Newcastle railway carriage. He allegedly 
groped her breast and licked her face. In 
1995 he was sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment. 


Racial attacks 


Chad Williams, from Blackpool, was con- 
victed with his stepfather and fellow BNP 
activist, Gordon, for taking part in an attack 
on a group of Omani airmen in October 
1994. The 18-year-old was also convicted of 
burglary and sentenced to two years’ youth 
custody. The court heard that Williams had 
stabbed his victim in the face twice for no 
apparent reason. 


More racial attacks 


BNP/Combat 18 thugs leaving a nazi skin- 
head concert in December 1994 were con- 
victed for their part in an assault on the staff 
of a Chinese restaurant. Mark Priestley, 24, 


was jailed for 16 months and three other nazi 
thugs, Jason Wilcox, 25, Andrew Roughley, 
22, and Derek Lee, 23, were each sentenced 
to nine months. 


Torturing old people 

David Haraldsson, a Lancashire BNP 
activist, was jailed for 18 months earlier this 
year for assaulting old people in his care. 


Gang attack 

In February 1995, 11 supporters of the BNP 
and C18 from across Britain pleaded guilty 
to threatening behaviour after being involved 
in an attack on a progressive bookshop in 
Nottingham. Paul James Lindley, Kevin 
Alan Norman, Lee Alan Blewitt, Shaun 
Hogarth, Andrew Denis Nichols, Gary 
Stephen Pudsey, Iain James Simpson, Peter 
William Brood, David Mark Potter and Paul 
James Burns were sentenced to two months’ 
imprisonment each. Stephen Bradley was 
sentenced to three years for violent disorder. 


Attacks on students 


In 1994, three key BNP thugs in the 
Northeast were jailed for attacking three stu- 
dents. Gary Mitchell, 32, got three years to 
serve on top of the nine months that he was 
already serving for an affray. Craig Bond, 
27, received the same sentence. Stephen 
Thacker, 26, was sentenced to 18 months. 
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unrelated, well known football thug 


less impressed after actually seeing his fight- 
ing technique. 

During the Headhunters’ heyday, Walsh 
was part of the gang’s inner circle. His close 
friends were the notorious Headhunter leader 
Steve Hickmott, John Bailey, Terry Last and 
Stuart Glass. Before his disappearance, Walsh 
was living in an East End flat belonging to 
Last, for which Last’s brother collected the 
rent each month. 

Walsh travelled across the world with his 
Chelsea and National Front mates. He was a 
member of the infamous Chelsea NF group 
which followed England on their South 
America trip in 1984. Returning home on the 
same plane as the players, Walsh and the 
other Headhunters directed racist chants at 
John Barnes. 

Walsh was not the most popular member of 
this right-wing tour. Former Headhunters vied 
with each other not to share a room with the 
northern hulk, who because of his objection 
to foreign food would insist on eating only 
boiled eggs. To make matters worse, he 
arrived in South America with no luggage, 
except for a pair of socks stuffed into 
one pocket and a Headhunter T-shirt in the 
other. 

So infatuated is Walsh with football hooli- 
ganism that he has even established a website 
on the subject. Charting the history of hooli- 
ganism and its connections with the emer- 
gence of skinheads, it concludes by telling the 
viewer that this site has been “brought to you 
by — Bring Back the English Hooligan 
Campaign!” 

Walsh caused a stir in Turkey when he and 
the Chelsea NF posed for photographs behind 
their NF banner. Bored with the game, Walsh 
scrambled up a floodlight, dropping his 
trousers for all to see. One story circulating is 
that the President of Turkey, who was watch- 
ing the match, was so disgusted and insulted 
that he left his seat. 

Baring his body for the camera does not 
seem to be a problem for Walsh. Searchlight 
has obtained a series of quite shocking pic- 
tures of Walsh in Thai bars. The pictures, 
some apparently involving underage girls, are 
too sick to print. Searchlight has also learnt 
that his flat was a shrine to pornography and 
even his personal headed paper depicted an 
image of a naked woman defecating into the 
mouth of a willing victim. 
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Ken Walsh, hands on head, alongside Chris “Paranoid” Walsh (in black hat), the 


Walsh’s sickening desires and preference 
for young girls often put him on the defensive 
among his right-wing friends. He would 
argue that the issue was merely relative: what 
was unacceptable in one country is perfectly 
fine in another, he claimed. 

Walsh’s behaviour has been known to his 
football and political friends for a very long 
time, but this did not prevent the BNP twice 
adopting him as a candidate at the beginning 
of its “Right for Whites” campaign in east 
London. The hypocrisy is all too clear: while 
the BNP talks of law and order and morality, 
a known paedophile and hooligan is repre- 
senting the party at elections. 

On the eve of the general election the 
March issue of the party leader’s own maga- 
zine, Spearhead, carries a promotional article 
headed “Anti-Paedophile Leaflet — Please 
Help!”. Searchlight believes one should judge 
a party not only by its policies but by the peo- 
ple it chooses to put on its election ticket. The 
BNP contains every conceivable type of 
criminal and social misfit imaginable, from 
sex fiends and thieves to convicted terrorists. 

Walsh has been a nazi sympathiser for 20 
years, first with the NF and later with the 
BNP. In 1990 he stood as a BNP candidate in 
east London, where he addressed the party 
faithful. His speech was so racist that London 
Weekend Television said that it could not be 
broadcast as it contravened the Race 
Relations Act. 

Unfortunately his tendency to drink led him 
to blurt out his international connections. 
After a second election campaign in 1990, 
Walsh, again the BNP candidate, told journal- 
ists that he had been among a number of 
British nazis who had received paramilitary 
training conducted by the Klan boss K A 
Badynski. 

It is widely believed that Walsh has headed 
back to Lancashire, perhaps linking up with 
another good friend, the Blackpool BNP 
organiser Dave Blezard. Blezard, known to 
his friends as Binman, has already been 
instructed by C18 to inform them if Walsh 
makes contact. Time seems to be running out 
for Walsh. As Searchlight goes to press word 
has reached us that Walsh has been sighted in 
Blackpool. As this article is being written, 
Stuart Glass and a few trusted friends are on 
their way to the Lancashire seaside resort to 
“persuade” Binman to talk. Watch this space. 








here must have been thousands of 
members of the Jewish community 
in Brighton and Hove who, when 
they saw this small unassuming man at 
Middle Street synagogue, where he served 
for many years as treasurer and later as a 
trustee, assumed he was just another retired 
businessman who had left the City and 
moved south. Nothing could be further 
from the truth, for David Spector on his 
own embodied so many of the virtues that 
anti-fascists should respect, admire and 
learn from. 

David was born in 1912 in Shepherds 
Bush, west London. Tragedy touched him 
in his early years, with the death of his 
father when David was only six. David 
showed signs of his later brilliance when he 
won a scholarship to Latymer Upper 
School. But his education was curtailed 
when he was 16, because he had to support 
his family. He went to work for a City firm 
of stockbrokers and in his spare time 
became an active member of the Jewish 
Lads Brigade in Finsbury Park. 

Within two months of the start of the 
Second World War David had enlisted as a 
private, serving as a gunner in the Royal 
Artillery. Within two years he was heading 
for the Middle East, where he became the 
youngest ever staff captain at a staff college 
in Egypt. 

He then began the part of his military 
career of which he was most proud. He vol- 
unteered for the Jewish Brigade and was 
appointed Brigade Major. During this peri- 
od he trained many of the men who went on 
to be senior officers in Israel’s armed 
forces. He served at the front line in Algeria 
and later in Italy, where the Brigade distin- 
guished itself by fighting the Nazi SS crack 
forces and then, as the war ended, by help- 
ing thousands of displaced Jewish 
Holocaust survivors make their way to 
Palestine. 

After the war he returned to work in the 
City and moved to Worthing. He became a 
leading figure in the Association of Jewish 
Ex-Servicemen and Women as its National 
Vice-Chairman and served on the Board of 
Deputies of British Jews defence commit- 
tee. This was a period of bitter conflict 
within the Jewish community over how to 
fight fascism and antisemitism. David took 
a militant stance and resigned from both 
positions over what he considered to be the 
soft attitude of those bodies towards 
Oswald Mosley’s postwar attempts to return 
to British political life. He then gave his 
services to the 43 Group, an independent 
body of fighters against antisemitism and 
fascism. 

David was the military brain behind the 
total rout of the Mosley fascists in Brighton 
in June 1948, a defeat from which they 
never recovered. For the best part of a day 
Jews and non-Jews joined forces to chase 
the fascists from one part of Brighton to the 
other until the fascists fled, many with bro- 
ken heads. 

From that time on, David publicly devot- 


































































David Spector: 
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Above: David Spector in the immediate postwar years as a forceful 
Jewish community defence leader. Right: 40 years on still fighting, 


his weapon now his typewriter 


ed himself to Middle Street Synagogue in 
Brighton, where he had moved in 1957. His 
expertise on the history of Brighton’s Jewish 
community was known around the world. He 
broadcast, wrote and gave endless advice to 
students and their professors on the subject. 
For a man who had never attended universi- 
ty, he had a finely tuned mind of which any 
professor would be proud. 

His knowledge of geopolitics was out- 
standing and many people would turn to 
David when they wanted sound analysis of 
world issues. Much less well known was 
David’s role throughout the postwar years as 
an intelligence officer, gathering material on 
the enemies of the Jewish community both 
here and abroad. Many of the details still 
cannot be made public. But his work was 
appreciated where it mattered and in 1970 he 
was given a medal by the State of Israel for 
his work fighting antisemitism in the interna- 
tional arena. 

In 1962 David volunteered to work with 
Gerry Gable as intelligence officers for the 
1962 Committee (62 Group). David stood 
tall alongside those other Jews who chose to 
fight our enemies by means of intelligence 
work, such as the wartime master spy 
Leopold Trepper, whom Gerry and David 
both admired so much. 

Searchlight once described Brighton as the 
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Major David Spector outside the 
Jewish Brigade headquarters 


































































































fascist capital of Britain, mainly 
because by the 1960s it had 
became a focal point for much 
of the fascists’ activities and 
was home to many of their leaders. David 
declared war on them and built up around 
him, both within and outside the Jewish 
community, a team of operators to help him. 
Nothing got past them and a whole series of 
successful operations were mounted over a 
30-year period that took the cutting edge off 
some of the fascists’ more violent plans. 

The Brighton Anti-Fascist Committee 
under David’s mature influence was also able 
to bring together people from a wide range of 
political views, whom he inspired to sink 
their differences for the greater good. The 
coalition came to an end only after the arrival 
in Brighton of the convicted thief, apologist 
for the Syrian right-wing regime and self- 
hating Jew Tony Greenstein. 

It was David more than anyone else who 
obtained the evidence of the links between 
Antony Hancock’s nazi publishing outfit and 
nazis abroad and revealed the secret funds 
being brought into Britain to produce 
Holocaust denial material here. 

When former SS men gathered in Brighton 
as guests of the British nazi movement, it 
was with David’s help that the first meeting 
was infiltrated and the second broken up. 
The next day the Daily Express carried a 
headline reading “Ex-servicemen blitz Nazis 
in Brighton”. 

Even at the age of 70 David was able to 
get inside the London home of a key far-right 
Palestinian, who had strong links with far- 
right revisionists in Britain, and managed to 
capture proof copies of anti-Jewish material 
before they went to the nazi printers in 
Sussex. 

When Hancock organised a meeting for 
David Irving in Brighton a few years ago 
David spoke at an open air rally before the 
Anti Nazi League marched on the meeting 





extraordinary fighter against fascism 





and brought it to an early end. A senior ANL 
official said: “We were there. we did not 
know where to go and what to do when we 
got there, then this little old man got up and 
spoke and we all knew what to do”. This is 
precisely what we at Searchlight admired: he 
was uncompromising in his battle to make 
this country a safer place for our community 
and beyond. As his health failed, younger 
colleagues visited him to absorb and contin- 
ue to learn from his vast experience. He was 
rightly proud of his discovery of the 
unknown piece of Jewish resistance history 
that became the BBC Timewatch pro- 
gramme, The Sewers of Lvov. 

He often expressed his regret that his chil- 
dren had not received enough of his time 
because of his ongoing fight against fascism. 
When his granddaughter Sarah followed his 
interest in history, taking a degree in the sub- 
ject and spending long hours learning at his 
knee, he was inspired to work on, despite the 
loss of his wonderful wife Jean and his fail- 
ing health. Only two weeks before he died an 
archivist working for Steven Spielberg’s 
research team filmed him talking about the 
Jewish Brigade. 

David died aged 84, having outlived two 
of his bitterest nazi enemies: Alan Hancock, 
founder of the nazi printing empire, and 
Jimmy Doyle, criminal and financial backer 
of the Racial Preservation Society and, in 
more recent years, the British National Party. 
Because of his belligerent anti-fascist stance, 
David often upset and embarrassed armchair 
anti-fascists. Hopefully in death those who 
criticised him as an obstinate and difficult 
old man will afford him the respect and hon- 
our that was so long overdue to him. 

Presente Major David Spector, Salud, 
Lotta Continua. 
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EXCLUSIVE 


he British government is trying to 
[sms the European Parliament’s 

proposed European Monitoring Centre 
on Racism and Xenophobia, under the pre- 
tence of being tougher on racists. 

When the British government opposed the 
European Parliament’s plans for the monitor- 
ing centre that would report on racism across 
the European Union, many thought this was 
merely part of the Conservatives’ attempts to 
close ranks over Europe in the run-up to next 
month’s general election. 

But at the low profile launch of the 
European Year Against Racism in February, 
the Home Office Minister, Timothy 
Kirkhope, told the press, at Lancaster House, 
London, that the government had been mis- 
understood. Rather than opposing a monitor- 
ing unit, the British government would be 
putting forward radical plans to strengthen it 
and make it tougher on the racists. 

This could not be further from the truth. 





Searchlight has obtained a copy of a secret - 


document being circulated to Conservative 
members of the European Parliament which 
rejects a monitoring centre constituted under 
the European Community Treaty and instead 
proposes a centre firmly under the control of 
the Interior Ministries of the 15 member 
states. 

Under the Conservatives’ plans the man- 
agement board of the centre would no longer 
include “an independent person appointed by 
the European Parliament” and a representa- 
tive of the European Commission, as pro- 
posed in the report to the European 
Parliament on the monitoring centre, by the 
Committee on Civil Liberties and Internal 
Affairs. Instead there would only be one per- 
son appointed by the Council of Europe in 
addition to a representative of each member 
state. And in case this did not result in the 
required amount of control, the board would 





The government has been accused of reduc- 
ing the European Year Against Racism to a 
joke. Hardev Bahia, vice chair of Coventry 
Racial Equality Council, said that the 
European Union had put up only £7 million 
to tackle racism across Europe. 

Most of the European Union’s 15 member 
states have topped up the money, but in 
Britain the Home Office is spending only 
£8,000 to help the Commission for Racial 
Equality to raise awareness at a national 
level. Mr Bahia said: “We thought the 
European Year Against Racism would be a 
great opportunity to tackle racism on a 
European wide level, but the way things are 
going it is not going to alleviate or tackle 
racial discrimination at all.” 

As the year progresses a number of events 
are being organised. Some are institutionally 
based and are unlikely to have much impact 
on ordinary members of the public. But 
some local authorities, the TUC and regional 
trade union organisations have moved for- 
ward with their own initiatives. Most of the 
events are being financed from sources out- 
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Tory plans to strangle 













































































Glyn Ford, MEP: Tory plans will mute 
any chance of speaking out for the 
victims of Europe’s worst spate of 
racism and antisemitism since the end 
of the Second World War 


have to submit the centre’s annual pro- 
gramme of activities to the Interior Ministers 
of the member states for annual approval. 
This would put monitoring racism, xeno- 
phobia and antisemitism in the European 
Union states under the control of, among oth- 
ers, the French Ministry of the Interior, which 
has earned a reputation even worse than that 
of the British Home Office for its failure to 
protect the rights of immigrants and refugees. 
Both Britain and France have failed to deal 
with ongoing racism in sections of their 
police services. What confidence could be 
placed in the work of a centre to monitor 
racism run by these bodies, or where the 
board of management could one day include 
Austrian fascists if Jérg Haider’s Freedom 


Government ignores European anti-racism year 


side the Home Office. It is hoped more such 
initiatives will come to fruition at local com- 
munity level in the course of the year. 

In Wales 22 local authorities have agreed 
to support the European Year Against 
Racism in a five-point action plan. It will 
include working with local groups to raise 
awareness and counter prejudice. 

Peter Hain, Labour MP for Neath, com- 
mented: “This is an excellent proposal by 
the Welsh councils. They are doing more 
than the government to support the 
European Year Against Racism. 

“The Tories have blocked the proposal to 
establish an EU anti-racist monitoring centre 
following mounting evidence that racist and 
neo-nazi groups are developing links across 
Europe,” he explained. 

Padraig Flynn, European commissioner 
for employment and social affairs, said the 
establishment of the monitoring centre was 
one of the most important initiatives of the 
Year Against Racism. The centre is intended 
to collect information from member states 
and non-governmental organisations and 





Movement continues electoral 
support? 

The Conservatives argue that the list of 
activities of the monitoring centre must 
include “racially motivated crime, including 
the circulation of racist material”. Stating that 
“this is one of the areas of most concern to all 
Member States” the secret document explains 
that the centre would not be able to cover this 
“if the Centre were to be based on Treaty arti- 
cles”. A cynical observer might go so far as 
to wonder whether the apparently laudable 
desire to cover the circulation of hate material 
is merely an excuse to prevent a truly inde- 
pendent centre from being set up. 

Searchlight has been lobbying for a 
Europe-wide bureau to monitor racism, anti- 
semitism and xenophobia since the mid 


to gain 


1980s, when Searchlight’s editor and 
European editors were hired by the European 
Parliament’s Commission _ investigating 


racism and fascism in the Community. 
Searchlight was again called upon to help 
research and write the report of a second 
commission of investigation at the start of the 
1990s, and a journalist close to Searchlight 
wrote a booklet for the parliamentary 
Socialist Group on racism and fascism in 
Europe. 

More than five years ago Searchlight and 
the Tyne and Wear Anti-Fascist Association 
put a joint proposal to the European 
Parliament for a Europe-wide monitoring 
bureau to be staffed by a combination of 
European civil servants and non-governmen- 
tal people with expertise in the areas that the 
bureau would need to cover. The proposal 
was aimed at putting some teeth into the 
extensive list of proposals that resulted from 
the two parliamentary enquiries. 

Silence descended until something that 
looked remarkably like our idea resurfaced 
and took off with the blessing of many key 





form a European racism and xenophobia 
information network. 

In the face of government lack of interest, 
anti-racist campaigners have launched the 
“other” European Year Against Racism. A 
statement by the Coalition of Anti- 
Deportation Campaigns, the National 
Assembly Against Racism and the Churches 
Commission for Racial Justice, criticised 
institutional racism in the British govern- 
ment and the European Union. 

Mark Wadsworth of the Anti Racist 
Alliance, described the official European 
Year as “tokenism”. Sukhvinder Stubbs, 
director of the Runnymede Trust, said it was 
time for more than a talking shop. “We need 
local authorities and others to help change 
the attitudes of young people,” she said. 
“There are still parts of Britain where virtual 
apartheid exists, such as Somers Town, 
Greenwich and Eltham, all in London, 
which are no-go areas for black people. We 
need a programme to change the attitudes of 
young people, legislation to enforce it and a 
party leadership that says no to racism.” 

































racism monitoring centre at birth 


AD HOC GROUP MONITORING CENTRE ON RACISM AND XENOPHOBIA The draft generally follows the Commission's proposal. Aside 
from the legal base, the most significant change is that the 
list of areas of activity has been expanded and now 

bape ged ete racially motivated crime, including the 
circulation of raciet material. This is one of the areas of 
most concern to all Member States and the UK believes that the 
Centre must be able to cover it if it is to be credible and 
effective. This would not, of course, be possible if the 
Centre were to be based on Treaty articles. 


Note from the United Kingdom Delegation 


In discussions of the proposal for a Council Regulation 
establishing a European Monitoring Centre on Racism and 
Xenophobia, the UK has maintained a reserve on basing the 
Centre on any articles of the EC Treaty. The UK has sdvocated 


inatead an international agreament. 


The information and data to be collected and processed, the 
acientific research, surveys and studies to be conducted or 
encouraged shall be concerned with the extent, development, 
causes and effects of the phenomena of racism and 


The Centre’s Management Board shall be composed of one 
person appointed by each Member State and one person 
appointed by the Council of Europe pursuant to Article 


6(3). The Member States shall ensure that their xenophobia, particularly in the following fields: 
a da Bupported when matters of 
Pes “neg sie heap ps a Ae So pede car (a) racially motivated crime, including the circulation of 


racist material; 
(b) movement of persons within the Buropean Union; 
(c) employment; 


submit to Ministers for approval the Centre's annual (a) 
programma of activities in accordance with the budget 

and the available resources, This programme may be (e) 
reviewed when neceasary during the year, subject to 
the approval of Ministers; 


the media and other means of communication; 
education, vocational training and youth; 
(f) social exclusion; 


(g) culture, 


Left and above: Extracts from the leaked government 
proposals showing how the monitoring centre will be 
subservient to European Union governments. Although 
the Tories have accepted the “European Racism and 
Xenophobia Information Network”, the question remains 
who will call the shots 


set up and coordinate a "European Raciem and 
Xenophobia Information Network" (Raxen) consisting of 
the Unit‘s own central unit which shall cooperate with 
national university research centres, non-governmental 
organisatione and specialist centres set wip by 
national or international organisations. 


antisemitism since the end of the Second 
World War. They stand alone, one out of 15, 
determined to stop the fight back.” 

Now that this document has been exposed, 
Searchlight hopes that the Conservative Party 
will cease its attempts to use race and immi- 
gration issues to gain favour’ with 
rightwingers, and instead take heed of the 
plea in the Civil Liberties Committee’s report 
that: “The European Parliament hopes that 
the government of the Member State which is 
obviously opposed to the establishment of the 
Centre on this legal basis will reconsider its 


activities, which will 
sometimes require a 
high degree of politi- 
2.1 Objective and tasks cal sensitivity,” 
emphasises the 
report of the Civil 
Liberties Committee, 
which was written 
by Glyn Ford, the 
Labour MEP for 
Greater Manchester 
East, who has been 
an active campaigner 


Below: The European Parliament's proposals for a strong 
and independent monitoring body 


The Centre's prime objective is to provide the Community and its Member State with as full, 
objective, reliable and comparable information as possible on the scale and development of racist, 
xenophobic and anti-Semitic phenomena in the European Union and to analyse their causes, 
consequences and effects. The fields on which the Centre's work will be focused are the free 
movement of persons within the Community, employment, the media and other means of 
communication, education and training, youth, social exclusion, the free movement of goods and 
culture. 


Above all, the Centre must work independently if it is to have credibility; it will carry the 
necessary moral weight only if it is beyond all suspicion of yielding to interference of any kind, 


in its activities, which will sometimes require a high degrec of political sensitivity, This will be on race issues in attitude”. 

possible only if the staff of the Centre are independent and, in particular, bound by no political the European The Conservatives’ present attitude over 

instructions, Parliament. the monitoring centre is part of the same anti- 
The Conserva- European xenophobia displayed by John 


members of the European Parliament with 
whom we had worked closely over the past 
12 years. The plan was to set up the bureau, 
which now had been named the European 
Monitoring Centre for Racism and 
Xenophobia, very much along the lines we 
had suggested. Its aim, according to the report 
of the Committee on Civil Liberties and 
Internal Affairs, would be to provide the 
European Community with objective infor- 
mation on “racist, xenophobic and antisemitic 
phenomena in the European Union and to 
analyse their causes, consequences and 
effects”, in order to “fight against this omi- 
nous trend”. The tasks of the centre would 
include conducting research and setting up 
documentation resources open to the public 
and an information network, to be known as 
Raxen. 

An important aspect of the monitoring cen- 
tre is its independence. “Above all, the Centre 
must work independently if it is to have cred- 
ibility; it will carry the necessary moral 
weight only if it is beyond all suspicion of 
yielding to interference of any kind in its 


tives’ plan for a centre managed by a board 
answerable to the Interior Ministers of the 
member states deals a fatal blow to this inde- 
pendence. Within hours of the arrival of the 
secret document on the desks of Tory MEPs, 
so appalled was at least one member by his 
party’s slight of hand and double talk that he 
or she made sure Searchlight received a copy. 

Searchlight showed Glyn Ford the leaked 
document and asked him to comment. He told 
us: “If the proposed European Monitoring 
Centre is to be any more than an institutional 
fig leaf to hide European embarrassment at 
the rise of racist and fascist parties within 
their individual member states then it must be 
independent. The Tories are trying to strangle 
it at birth. The Centre and its staff must be 
capable not just of recording and reporting 
the ‘facts’. It must be capable of and charged 
with recommending action at local, national 
and European level. To devolve that task to a 
wholly owned subsidiary to member states 
governments as the Tories propose would be 
to mute any chance of speaking out for the 
victims of Europe’s worst spate of racism and 


Redwood and Michael Portillo, which Robin 
Cook, Labour’s Shadow Foreign Secretary, 
has attacked. Such views can only encourage 
racism nearer home, a racism that is creeping 
out of the woodwork at Conservative Party 
headquarters in Smith Square in the early 
stages of the election campaign and is mani- 
fested by the disgusting opinions on race and 
law and order voiced by the backbench MP 
David Evans to impressionable school 
children. 

On the Labour side of Parliament, Shadow 
Home Secretary Jack Straw, not known for a 
liberal approach, has regained some of 
Labour’s much tarnished image in the field of 
race relations and immigration by saying that 
he will seriously look at the plight of separat- 
ed immigrant families and the operation of 
laws that are supposed to deal with racial 
harassment and race hate material. 
Searchlight hopes that he will also withdraw 
the present British government’s proposals 
for a toothless European monitoring centre 
and join the other 14 member states in sup- 
port to the Civil Liberties Committee’s plans. 
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Fascist environmentalism 


@ Searchlight analyses the changing face of the radical right 


intensified its efforts to influence 
alternative, progressive and environ- 
mental organisations, with the recent launch 
of a new magazine called Radical Shift. There 
have also been a number of attempts by third 
positionist groups, such as the English 
Nationalist Movement (ENM) and Third 
Way, to establish links with fringe 
environmental and separatist organisations. 
At first sight, Radical Shift appears to be a 
left-wing publication with an interest in anti- 
road protests, punk music, green issues and 
anarchist libertarianism. In reality the 
magazine is produced by the new-right Trans 
Europa Collective and is the latest attempt to 
try and establish a forum where rightwingers 
can attract support from sections of the left 
with supposedly radical rhetoric. 


T HE RADICAL NEW RIGHT in Britain has 
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The Trans Europa Collective includes 


several people who were previously involved 
with two of the National Front’s cultural 
offshoots, IONA (Islands of the North 
Atlantic) and the magazine Scorpion. Richard 
Lawson, who ran IONA, was the NF’s student 
organiser, while Michael Walker, editor of 
Scorpion, was a central London organiser for 
the NF. Lawson, who is a leading figure in the 
Trans Europa Collective, is influenced by the 
sophisticated form of fascism developed by 
new-right theorists such as Alain de Benoist 
in France and his GRECE organisation. 

. New-right theorists argue that extreme- 
right organisations should concentrate on 
influencing the intellectual and cultural 
climate, rather than waste time on 
electioneering or street activity. In France and 
Belgium new-right magazines such as 
Eléments, Nouvelle Ecole and Krisis have 
presented a more subtle form of racist and 
supremacist propaganda which attacks liberal 
assumptions about equality and _ the 
multicultural society. Instead of discussing 
“race” in crudely biological terms, the new 
right has created a coded discourse which 
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views “race” as part of supposedly unique 
cultural and national qualities. 

According to the more sophisticated racism 
of this discourse, multiracial societies must be 
opposed because it is impossible for people of 
different cultures to co-exist. Instead, 
new-right thinkers have expressed support for 
“regionalist’” and “National Liberation” 
movements which advocate a version of 
ethnic and racial autonomy. These separatist 
and regionalist movements are seen as a 
decentralist defence against the conspiratorial 
“New World Order” which they believe is 
being orchestrated by Jews, the state or 
American imperialism. 

In France, the fascist Front National (FN) 
has adopted the cultural politics of the new 
right. In the various towns where the FN has 
gained political control, it has banned books 
and stopped funding for black and Jewish 
artists. Bruno Mégret, the FN’s deputy leader, 
has repeatedly emphasised the importance of 
control over cultural life. This was particularly 
apparent during his wife’s recent successful 
election campaign in Vitrolles. 

Another significant ideological development 
by the new right has been the concept of a 
red-brown alliance uniting radical sections of 
the left and right. Those involved argue that 
such an alliance disregards __ political 
differences in the greater struggle against the 
liberal democratic “system”. This trend in 
new right thinking has frequently adopted an 
environmentalist slant, as green politics are 
perceived as distinct from the traditional 
historical divisions between right and left. 
Many new right and third positionist 
organisations are attracted to an anti- 
technological ruralism based upon small, 
collective  self-organisation. This elitist 
environmentalism is seen by right-wing 
radicals as a natural extension of their 
rejection of liberal democratic values, as well 
as an opportunity to recreate society along 
racially pure grounds. De Benoist’s magazine, 
Krisis, has specifically tried to attract a 
young, intellectual and radical following by 
publishing 
articles from _ left- 
wing and_ green 
magazines as well as 
interviews with 
“radical” thinkers. 

In Britain, since 
the virtual demise of 
Scorpion in the early 
1990s, it has been 
the Trans Europa 
Collective that has most actively tried to 
repeat the success of the continental new right 
in this country. The magazine Perspectives, 
which has now been replaced by Radical 
Shift, was an attempt to copy French and 
Belgian new-right publications. Perspectives 
lasted for around ten issues and was a typical 
mix of pretentious cultural articles, thinly 
veiled racism and antisemitism, conspiratorial 
“anti-state” paranoia and environmentalism. 
Searchlight exposed Perspectives in an article 


New-right theorists argue that that 
extreme-right organisations should 
concentrate on influencing the 
intellectual and cultural climate, 
rather than waste time on 
electioneering or street activity 
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in August 1995, which drew attention to the 
true political beliefs of Perspectives’ writers 
and their racist and antisemitic language, 
which railed against “non-European 
immigration” and the “strong Zionist element 
in the American, British and other 
establishments”. Searchlight also warned 
greens and other radicals to be vigilant in 
rejecting overtures from the new right that hid 
behind a seemingly radical discourse. 
Searchlight’s exposure was probably one of 
the main reasons why Perspectives has tried 
to remodel itself in its new incarnation. 
Radical Shift operates from the London postal 
address used by Perspectives and features the 
same writers, including “Peter Drew”, who 
wrote the antisemitic and racist articles 
quoted above. The cover of Radical Shift 
features a picture of George Orwell and the 
slogan “Orwell, Socialism and Freedom”. 
However, the article about Orwell by Peter 
Drew, who is_ described as a 
“libertarian socialist”, is nothing more than an 
attack on anti-fascism. Obviously stung by 
criticism from Searchlight, the author bemoans 
“anti-fascist  witch- 
hunting” and declares 
there are 
“ideological, as well 
as ethical, objections 
to the continuing 
emphasis on _ anti- 
fascism in a_ post- 
fascist world”. The 
article attacks the 
well established anti- 
fascist policy of No Platform for Fascists. 
Anti-fascism is seen in this “post-fascist’” 
vision as a deliberate conspiracy by the 
establishment to “divert radical anger’. 
Radical Shift also features an article on 
“Bread, Death and Mother Earth’, which 
rambles on about Odinism and mediaeval 
folklore as well as containing information about 
regionalist and nationalist movements. It 
reviews a range of publications, from the third 
positionist Northern Way to anarchist and 


socialist journals. The magazine focuses on 
anti-road protests and is obviously trying to 
dupe genuine environmentalists with its mish- 
mash of green and anti- establishment 
sloganeering. The intention is the same as that 
of de Benoist in France, namely to delegitimise 


As Searchlight has_ revealed _ before, 
Alternative Green has featured contributions 
from among others, David Kerr, the former 
Ulster NF leader, Michael Walker, editor of 
Scorpion, and Patrick Harrington, leader of 
the Third Way and former chair of the NF. It 














anti-racism, anti-fascism and liberal democracy has also expressed support for the 
in favour of the ethnic separation, 
bigoted regionalism and 
chauvinistic nationalism of their CENTRALISTS: DECENTRALISTS: 
“‘nost-fascist world”. 1) Equality 1) Liberty 

Radical Shift is not the only 2) Economies of Scale 2) Small is Beautiful 
radical right publication to try and 3) Higher Taxes to 3) Lower Taxes to Cut 
win support by addressing Redistribute Wealth Government Power 
environmental issues. The latest 4) Free Trade 4) Protectionism 
issue of The Crusader, published by 5) Pro-GATT 5) ARN-GATT. 
the fascist ENM, features the slogan 6) Pro-Technology 6) Anti-Technology 
“Blood and Soil” on the front cover. 7) Pro-Europe 7) Anti-Europe 
“Blood and Soil” was the name 8) The Core 8) The Periphery 
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reborn away from the decadence of 13) Fascists a oo 
urban life in a mystical natural ae : Ewes 
harmony between “race” and 14) Socialists ; 14) Third Positionists 
environment. The Crusader declares 2 he Sia ri pained 
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the vanguard of Ecological Sanity” 18) pS RRA ass 18) Thi aes “4 
and states in its editorial that: “we P 
concentrate upon the Aryan 
tradition of Blood & Soil, The future shape of politics according to the 


something which is deep-rooted 
within us all. If we do not fully 
comprehend the true nature of this vital 
Nationalist concept, we will be unable to 
break away from the soul-destroying cities.” 

In line with the ENM’s interest in fascist 
environmentalism was an interview with 
Richard Hunt, supposedly a “green anarchist” 
and editor of Alternative Green, in issue 6 of 
The Crusader. According to The Crusader: 
“The ENM has a vision for England. It is of a 
decentralised society largely made up of 
small, autonomous rural communities ... For 
a number of years Richard Hunt has been 
propagating a philosophy of autonomous 
communities which are self-policing as a way 
of diminishing and eradicating the power of 
the state ... In recent months, Richard Hunt’s 
ideas have begun to attract the attention of a 
number of ‘nationalist elements’.” 





Alain de Benoist 


English Nationalist Movement 


“red-brown” tactics of the new right in France 
and Eastern Europe. Hunt claims in the 
interview, which appeared in Alternative 
Green, that he is not racist but agrees with the 
ENM that “Loyalty to Nation, Region, 
Culture and Tradition are natural barriers to 
the imperialist globalist tendency”. 

In issue 7 of The Crusader a vicious racist 
and antisemitic article is critical of Hunt’s 
views on race but comes to the conclusion 
that “Richard Hunt has much to offer ... We 
seek a decentralised society with state power 
eradicated and we seek a more rudimentary 
lifestyle free from the perversions of 
liberalism and materialism. Here we concur 
with Richard Hunt.” 

This overlap between radical fascist 
organisations and fringe green and left-wing 
organisations is a worrying but growing 
development. The shared ideology is often a 
disturbing mixture of environmentalism, 
hatred of liberal democracy and anti-state 
paranoia, with sinister undercurrents of 
racism and antisemitism. In America similar 
ideas have led to the huge growth in militias 
and rural organisations such as the Posse 
Comitatus, which espouse conspiratorial and 
antisemitic hatred of capitalism and all forms 
of government. 

Fascist organisations are constantly 
developing and seeking new strategies to 
attract support while the overt ideology of 
fascism appears in many different guises with 
an increasing degree of intellectual 
sophistication. In France and other countries 
the radical right has been very successful in 
influencing both alternative and mainstream 
politics with its insidious hatred. Supporters 
of democracy need to be extremely vigilant in 
order to expose and challenge this threat. 





Banner Theatre 


presents 


Redemption 
Song 


A multimedia show based on 
recorded interviews. True stories 
that look at racism, asylum and 
resistance in Britain today. 

e 
Redemption Song, Banner 
Theatre’s latest touring production, 
tells the true story of an asylum 
seeker who went on hunger strike, a 
16-year-old student from the Ivory 
Coast fleeing rape and almost 
certain death. In a hard-hitting 
drama Redemption Song uses 
physical theatre, poetic text, 
moving images and music to 
interweave the stories of asylum 
seekers, black people’s experiences 
in Britain today and the Liverpool 
dock strike. Redemption Song is a 
powerful and moving portrayal of 
resistance and personal courage as 
told by people in the front line. 

e 
The play is touring Britain 
throughout April, May and June, 
including performances in 
Liverpool, Birmingham, Cambridge, 
Oxford, Bradford, Newcastle, 
Southampton, Paisley and many 
other towns. For details of dates, 
venues and other bookings contact 


Banner Theatre 
Friends Institute 
220 Moseley Road, Highgate 
Birmingham B12 0DG 
Tel: 0121 440 0460 
Fax: 0121 446 6386 
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‘Racially motivated’ 
arsonist jailed 


A man who tried to burn down 
Southampton’s Race Equality Council 
offices has been jailed for four years. 


Raymond Delves, 25, is currently serving 
an 18-month sentence for burglary and other 
offences. Delves, who has a Union Jack tattoo 
on his head, has a long history of offending. 

The judge told him: “This was, I am quite 
clear, a racially motivated attack for wholly 
improper racial reasons.” 

Delves, and an unidentified second man, 
took a taxi to a garage shortly before the 
attack on 15 February last year, where he was 
recorded on video filling a container with 
petrol. 

In court he offered no evidence to refute 
the charge of arson. 


Inverness 

Children have been attacked and swastikas 
daubed on bus shelters in the Black Isle 
district. 

The trouble started after the local 
secondary school, Fortrose Academy, showed 
pupils a video on the dangers of racism. The 
video covered the Holocaust, the National 
Front and Combat 18. 

Since then swastikas and “C18” have been 
written on school desks. In the most serious 
incident, six boys, the children of English 
“incomers”, were attacked by a skinhead 
gang. 

One parent said extremists might be having 
an influence. “You know the way fascist 
groups target things like football matches and 
you wonder if they can also target youth 
disaffection in the Black Isle. However, it 
may be a dispute between middle class and 
working class kids.” 


Shetland 


Pupils reacted angrily when a South African 
exchange student was abused by a skinhead 
gang in Lerwick. 

Cheslin White, 17, from Cape Town, has 
joined a class at Lerwick’s Anderson High 
School. Some of his classmates voiced anger 
on local radio at the treatment Cheslin had 
received. 

Philip Hope, 17, said: “This is a disgusting 
and shameful thing to happen. We’re proud of 
our school’s exchange links all over the world 
and Ches is an honoured and welcome guest. 
The morons who did this to him are sick.” 

Inspector Gordon Urquhart of Shetland 
Police said any complaint would be thoroughly 
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investigated. “It’s a criminal offence. We abhor 
anything like this in Shetland, which is 
generally a very tolerant society.” 

The South African visitor said he found 
Shetland “enlightening and exciting” and that 
he revelled in the “overwhelming spirit of 
togetherness.” 


Falkirk 

A man who shouted racist abuse at an Asian 
shopkeeper has been fined £150. Mark 
Thomas, 25, of Denny, Stirlingshire, has 
written a letter of apology to grocer Ahmed 
Mukhtar. 


Monifieth, Dundee 


A Hibernian footballer and his wife have 
been fined for chanting racist abuse. Brian 
Welsh was fined £300 and his wife, Susan, 
£150. 

On 21 April last year, the Welshes held a 
party with loud music. Neighbour Ronald 
Brown, a police officer, and his partner 
Brinder Topping, who is Asian, asked the 
Welshes to turn the music down. 

Later the music was turned up again and 
the Welshes and others at the party banged on 
the wall and chanted racial abuse. 

The court heard that the Welshes, who have 
since moved, were “deeply ashamed” of the 
incident. 


Leeds 

A 7l-year-old female survivor of the 
Holocaust still faces racial abuse and 
intimidation near her home. For her own 
protection she asked her name to be kept 
secret. 

The woman was speaking at the launch of 
Leeds City Council’s programme for the 1997 
European Year Against Racism. The 
programme includes the Face to Face video 
made by Leeds schoolchildren. 


Birmingham 

An Asian teenager is being kept home from 
school after he suffered a second violent 
racist attack. 

Last summer Amine Ahmed was walking 
home from Turves Green Boys School, 
Northfield, when he was attacked by a gang. 
“They gave him a good beating. Someone 
was expelled over that but Amine has 
suffered constant racial and physical abuse 
since,” said his mother, Debra Ahmed. 

In the latest incident, 15-year-old Amine 
was racially abused and punched when he 


accidentally bumped into a boy. He suffered a 
badly split lip. 

The boy responsible for the latest attack 
has been suspended. 


Lancashire 

Blackburn and Hyndburn had the highest 
number of racist attacks in Lancashire 
schools last year. Out of 89 recorded 
incidents, 43 were in MHyndburn and 
Blackburn, although this may reflect more 
conscientious recording there. 

Blackpool recorded 15 incidents while 
Preston and South Ribble recorded 14. 

Most attacks were against Asian children, 
with secondary school boys bearing the brunt 
of the abuse. Most incidents were of verbal 
abuse. 


Manchester 

A Young People’s Card scheme has been 
launched to aid victims of racial. abuse. The 
card against harassment contains a list of 
contacts where young people can go for 
instant help. 

Leveene Hill, 16, spoke of her experiences 
in the Gorton area. “We were among the first 
non-white families to move to Gorton,” she 
said. “They did not like us and tried every 
way of getting us out. 

“They left muck and threw stones at the 
front door as well as the usual racist 
comments but they quit in the end and now 
we don’t have any trouble.” 


South Wales 


Shopkeeper Irfan Khan has spoken out about 
the racist abuse which led to him getting a 
criminal record. 

Two years ago a petrol bomb attack on his 
store in the Cynon valley put his family at 
risk. Luckily they were rescued by 
neighbours and three youths were later jailed 
for the attack. 

Mr Khan said the trouble started when he 
refused to sell alcohol to under-age 
youngsters. On one occasion he reacted 
against the abuse and vandalism and was 
bound over to keep the peace for two years on 
an assault charge. 

He now relies on a panic alarm button to 
alert the police. 

A local woman said: “We can’t really come 
out and talk about these attacks because there 
are people around here who resent this Asian 
family and they would smash our windows if 
they thought we sympathised with them.” 






















Three families who gave evidence against 
racist thugs have been forced to leave their 
homes following threats. A fourth is 
waiting to be rehoused. 

In May 1995 19-year-old Hydar Ali was 
being beaten with bricks by a gang of ten 
racist youths. Six neighbours, all but one 
white, intervened to save his life. They 
later gave evidence which led to the 
conviction of John Bradbury, 20, and 
Mark Williams, 17, for causing grievous 
bodily harm with intent and violent 
disorder. 

Sentencing them to five years in young 
offenders institutions, judge Timothy 
King referred to the “disgraceful racial 
attack”. 

Since the court case, the families, who 
live on the Packington estate in Islington, 
north London, have been subjected to a 
terror campaign. One of the witnesses, a 
56-year-old white security guard, said they 
had suffered months and months of 
harassment. 

“This gang said they were going to kill 
us,” he explained. “They said they were 
going to burn down the block of flats 
where we lived and then they started 











Families hounded off estate 















































Some of the fascist graffiti regularly seen on estates in Islington. 


picking on my kids, threatening them and 
frightening them.” 

After the court case those who gave 
evidence got no protection from the police 
or local authority. The security guard said: 
“We decided to stand up and be counted, 








to do what we believed to be right. But 
sometimes I wish we had just kept our 
heads down.” 

A police spokesman said that it had not 
been possible to get exact identities of 
those carrying out the intimidation. 


Not playing the game 


Racism in sport continues to be a 


problem. Although it looks like 
criminal charges for racist abuse will 
now not be pursued against footballer 
Peter Schmeichel, incidents of racist 
abuse remain widespread. 


The latest incident in a long running feud 
between Manchester United goalkeeper Peter 
Schmeichel and Arsenal’s black striker, Ian 
Wright, took place on 19 February. 

After an alleged dangerous tackle by Wright 
on Schmeichel, which left the keeper with a 
bruised ankle, Schmeichel is said to have 
racially abused Wright as the teams were 
leaving the field. A scuffle followed and Wright 
had to be physically restrained by police. 

Schmeichel is alleged to have run up to 
Wright and said: “You're still a dirty black 
bastard.” Manchester United manager Alex 
Ferguson “categorically denied” that 
Schmeichel had made any racist remark. 

Police sent a file to the Crown Prosecution 
Service following an earlier incident in a 
game in November. Analysis of video footage 
by lip readers indicated that racial abuse did 
take place. 

Lip reader Wendy Osman said: “After 
studying the film I can confirm that Peter 
Schmeichel says ‘F***ing black bastard’. I 
have no doubt whatsoever in my mind.” 

The situation has been confused by 
comments by Chelsea’s black manager 
Ruud Gullit and former England player 
Jimmy Greaves to the effect that racist 


abuse in football does not matter. 

Gullit said: “If someone calls me a black so 
and so, I don’t take it as a racist thing because 
I am black.” He said organised racism, when 
a section of the crowd make jungle noises, 
was unacceptable. 

Greaves excused racist abuse on the pitch 
on the grounds that it acts as a release of 
tensions. “Our ability to take out our 
aggression verbally prevents right handers 
being thrown every two minutes,” he claimed. 

But Ian Wright totally rejected Greaves’s 
views: “Greaves will never understand, never 
begin to know, what it feels like to be the 
victim of racial abuse. He doesn’t know how 
totally degrading it is to be insulted because 
of your race or religion. He doesn’t know the 
revulsion, the anger and the gut wrenching 
sickness it makes you feel.” 

The Football Association has sent an open 
letter to Schmeichel and Wright, urging them 
to resolve their differences. Neither of them 
has responded. 

A match between Portsmouth and 
Manchester City led to Eddie McGoldrick 
being reported to the police for racist abuse. 
Portsmouth’s Paul Hall claims the Republic 
of Ireland player called him a “black ****” 
during the game on 5 March. 

The remarks were allegedly made after a 
tackle got out of hand. Hall was booked after 
the incident. 

In Essex racist abuse of an Asian team has 
highlighted a problem in local leagues. Bari 
FC, an Asian team, say they were abused, 


threatened and physically attacked in a match 
against Romside FC. 

They claim they were called “Paki” and 
“brown shit” and spat at during the game. 
Their goalkeeper was punched and shoved 
and had coins thrown at him, while another 
player was knocked to the ground and kicked 
in the face. One of the Romside FC 
supporters threatened to set his pit bull terrier 
on the Asian team. 

Two Romside players were sent off, but it 
is the Asian team that has been charged with 
misconduct. The referee says a Bari player 
used a cricket bat in an incident in the 
changing room. The Asian team insist this is 
a fabrication. 

Frustrated by the response to a complaint 
to the South Essex Sunday Football League, 
Bari have turned for support to the Newham 
Monitoring Project. Piara Power, a 
spokesperson for the NMP, said the situation 
was typical of many local leagues. 

Soccer is not the only game in trouble. An 
ice hockey match had to be abandoned after 
only 11 minutes after a mass brawl involving 
most of the players. 

The scene was set two days before, when 
Mark Pallister, 24, of Telford Tigers, was said 
to have racially abused a Kingston Hawks 
player, Norman Pinnington, 26. When the 
rematch started, Pallister and Pinnington were 
sent off for fighting in the first 24 seconds. 
Pinnington was also penalised for head butting. 

The British Ice Hockey Association is to 
carry out an investigation. 
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Asylum seekers 
emand fair treatment 








Asylum seekers are actively fighting 
for humane treatment from the 
government. The hunger strike at 
Rochester prison may not have won 
concessions but was certainly a moral 
victory. And a separate Appeal Court 
decision that asylum seekers are 
entitled to basic support has 
encouraged five others to demand 
proper meals. 

Some 17 asylum seekers, from Algeria, 
Nigeria, Romania and Zaire, were involved 
in the hunger strike, in protest at being 
detained in prison while asylum applications 
are processed. 

After 40 days, three of them needed 
emergency medical treatment and may have 
suffered permanent damage. 

The government maintained a hard line 
throughout the protest. “I do not have a deal 
to offer,” said the minister in charge of 
prisons, Anne Widdecombe. Home 
Secretary Michael Howard claimed that the 
treatment of asylum seekers is “fair, 
reasonable and generous”. 

One of the hunger strikers was released 
without any means of support. The man, 
from Angola, speaks no English and was 
given an £8 travel warrant and two £1 coins. 
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Above: Trade unionists fight for justice for refugees in Britain. 
Below, right: Home Secretary Michael Howard - pleas for the rights of 


asylum seekers fall on deaf ears. 


He managed to make his way to central 
London and then rang someone who had 
visited him in prison. 

The man, known as K, was directed to the 
Oaklands refugee centre. Project leader 
Nick Martin said: “We took him to hospital 
and I think he was suffering from both 
trauma at the way he was released and 
extreme physical weakness”. 

The Court of Appeal ruling stated that 
asylum seekers are entitled to food and 
shelter from local authorities. The court said 
that councils must make the provision under 
the National Assistance Act 1948. 

Four asylum seekers, a Romanian who 
has been sleeping rough under Waterloo 
bridge, an Algerian who has been sleeping 
in Hyde Park, a Chinese citizen and an Iraqi 
Kurd, brought a test case. 

The judges said: “The plight of asylum 
seekers who are in the position of the 
respondents obviously can and_ should 
provoke deep sympathy. Their plight is 
indeed horrendous.” 

Refusing three local authorities leave to 
appeal, the court said that they had a duty to 
provide for asylum seekers without means of 


support. “They do not need to wait until the 
health of the asylum seekers has been 
damaged.” 

Nick Hardwick, of the Refugee Council, 
said: “The judges have drawn the line at 
leaving people to starve.” 

Westminster Council claims it will spend 
£8 million in the next financial year on 
providing support for asylum seekers. The 
government has offered some financial 
support to councils affected, but there is 
likely to be a shortfall. 

In London about 3,200 asylum seekers 
are being accommodated by local 
authorities in bed and __ breakfast 
establishments. Five asylum seekers have 
mounted a legal challenge to try and get 
adequate food from Westminster council. 

At present they are given a packed lunch 
and the same airline style meal every day. 
Experts say the food contains only 60 per 
cent of a man’s daily food requirements and 
80 per cent of a woman’s needs. 

The case produced predictable outrage 
from Tory backbenchers and a section of the 
press. Patrick Nicholls, MP, secretary of the 
Conservatives’ back bench legal affairs 









committee, said: “This sort of thing 
gives asylum seekers a bad name. If the 
food’s that bad maybe they should stay 
home and eat their own.” 

The Sun commented: “What a 
flipping cheek! There’s a lot of our old 
folk who’d love three free meals a 
day.” 

Worryingly, there is a suggestion that 
immigration officials are passing on 
information about Gypsy asylum 
seekers from Eastern Europe to police 
forces in their countries of origin. If 
true, this is an outrageous breach of 
confidentiality, which could put lives at 
risk. 

The Gypsy Council has written to 
the Home Secretary, Michael Howard, 
over concern of serious breaches of 
confidentiality concerning asylum 
seekers. It has been claimed that 
statements made in support of asylum 
by Romani asylum seekers from 
Eastern Europe have been leaked to 
police forces in their countries of 


origin. 
The council points out: “When 
asylum is refused, it would be 


particularly regrettable if those whose 
harassment may have caused someone 
to flee in the first place should be 
tipped off when they are returning. And 
if anyone should imagine that such a 
tactic might serve as a deterrent to 
unsuccessful claims for asylum, they 
would be mistaken; every act of 
encouragement or toleration of those 
who engage in localised violence 
against Romani people in Eastern 
Europe only serves to increase the 
number who flee.” 

The Gypsy Council also refers to the 
fact that two million Gypsy people, 
amounting to 80 per cent of the Gypsy 
population in occupied Europe, were 
murdered in the Nazi Holocaust. 
Pointing to the efforts made by Jewish 
people to secure redress for assets 
stolen by the Nazis, the council says 
that Gypsies are also entitled to 
compensation. Some of the Gypsy 
people murdered were wealthy, while 
many others had gold teeth and 
personal possessions. 





Racist police sacked 


Two police officers who shouted abuse 
at a black landlord before crashing 
their car have been sacked. 


Landlord Michael Hall was outside his pub 
when an unmarked car drove past and one of the 
men shouted “Oi, nigger”. The car then crashed 
into a parked vehicle and Mr Hall was able to 
take down the registration number. 

Sergeant Andrew Hunter and Detective 
Constable Stephen Beech were “required to 
resign” after a two-day inquiry. Both officers 
have appealed to the Home Secretary. 

Mr Hall of the New Inn, Buckingham, said he 
thought the police had dealt with the situation 
admirably. “I’m pleased to see that they are on 
the side of the British public and that justice has 
been seen to be done,” he said. 

In Strathclyde, a police superintendent who 
was found guilty of racial discrimination by an 
industrial tribunal is to keep his job. 
Superintendent Gordon McPherson has been 
transferred from personnel duties while an 
investigation takes place. 

Superintendent McPherson was said to have 
told Lawrence Ramadas: “People like you 
should know your place. People like you are 
lucky to be in a job. People like you should 


‘Stop and search’ 


Police stop and search procedure, which 
unfairly targets black people, is 
ineffective in fighting crime. The 
conclusion follows a 12-month pilot 
scheme in Tottenham, north London, in 
which people searched were informed 
of their rights. The scheme resulted in a 
halving of the numbers searched, but no 
increase in crime. 


Those searched were handed a leaflet 
informing them of their rights, signed by 
Metropolitan Police Chief Superintendent 
David Gilbertson and Bernie Grant, Labour 
MP for Tottenham. 

As part of the research, police officers and 
those stopped were questioned about the 
searches. Many of the young people questioned 
said they felt it was inevitable that they would 
be stopped and searched “just for being on the 
street, young or black”. 

Of those stopped, 45 per cent were black, 
compared with 24 per cent in the local 
population. Bernie Grant commented: 
“Nothing has been more damaging to the 


have a lower station in life.” 

The tribunal found that although these words 
made no mention of race, Mr Ramadas was 
entitled to regard them as “racially insulting 
and detrimental”. 

Mr Ramadas said that he had made six 
applications to join the traffic department. At a 
meeting he said Superintendent McPherson 
“went ballistic”, was “ranting and raving” and 
quoting passages from a bible. 

Mr Ramadas, who had glowing testimonials, 
retired from the police on ill health grounds after 
12 years’ service. He said the stress had led to the 
breakup of his marriage. 

After the case, in which he received the 
support of the Scottish Police Federation, Mr 
Ramadas said that he had worked with hundreds 
of excellent police officers in Strathclyde but 
that there were a few bad apples. 

In a separate incident, an instructor at a 
police college has been suspended for telling 
racist jokes to a class of recruits. 

Sergeant John McIntyre, who taught at the 
college at Tulliallan, Fife, has been transferred 
to other duties during an investigation. 

Two black recruits were in the class when 
Sergeant McIntyre told two racist jokes. They 
did not complain, but other cadets did. 


fails to halt crime 


relationship between police and the black 
community than the ill-judged use of stop and 
search powers. For young black men in 
particular the humiliating experience of being 
repeatedly stopped is a fact of life in some 
parts of London.” 

In the West Midlands the number of ethnic 
minority individuals searched per 1,000 of the 
population was 15.4 in 1995, compared to 4.6 
for white people. Maxi Hayles, chair of the 
Birmingham Racial Attacks Monitoring Unit, 
said black people were subjected to harassment 
by police officers. He called for changes to the 
stop and search powers. 

The National Association for the Care and 
Resettlement of Offenders said that nationally 
only one in ten searches led to arrests in 1995. 
NACRO called for a government review of the 
stop and search powers. 

The Know Your Rights scheme is now to be 
extended to other parts of London, including 
Brixton. Chief Superintendent Gilbertson said: 
For the first time we are in a position where the 
police are enthusiastically telling people, in 
advance of taking action, what their rights are.” 


Tory bigots tell the same old story 


A Conservative MP and a _ local 
councillor have caused uproar by 
making racist remarks. 


David Evans, MP, made a number of racist 
and sexist remarks in a school magazine. He 
referred to a “black bastard”, and described his 
Labour opponent in Welwyn and Hatfield, 
Melanie Johnson, as a single girl with “three 
bastard children”, who had “never done a 
proper job”. 


In Clacton, Tory councillor Philip Vanner 
said there would be “blood on the beaches” 
when the Labour council announced its 
intention to print holiday brochures in Bengali 
and Punjabi. 

“There are millions of people who do not 
like the way we as a nation are pandering to 
ethnic minorities,’ Vanner continued. “If they 
can’t speak English they ought not to be here.” 

Vanner was disowned by the other seven 
Tories on Tendring Council. 
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Six thousand nazis march in Munich 


ore than 6,000 nazis 
marched through Munich 
city centre on 1 March in 


one of Germany’s biggest postwar fas- 
cist demonstrations. The parade was 
staged to express fascist opposition to 
an exhibition that documents the war 
crimes and atrocities of the Nazi 
Wehrmacht during the Second World 
War. 

The exhibition, titled “War of 
Extermination - The Crimes of the 
Wehrmacht 1941-1944”, was launched two 
years ago in Hamburg by the Hamburg 
Institute for Social Research. Its patron is Jan 
Phillipp Reemstma, a dedicated anti-fascist 
who inherited a multi-million pound fortune 
from his tobacco magnate father, who had 
been a big business ally of Hitler. 

Although the exhibition has stirred contro- 
versy throughout its tour to numerous 
German cities and has sometimes been a tar- 
get for unwelcome fascist attention, including 
vandalism by the convicted nazi terrorist 
Manfred Roeder, the effect it has had in 
Munich has been unprecedented. 


The nazis, mobilised by the Junge 
Nationaldemokraten (JN), the youth wing of 
the Nationaldemokratische Partei 


Deutschlands (NPD), had travelled from 
throughout Germany to march. They carried 
banners claiming “Our grandfathers were not 
criminals and we are proud of them” and 
“German soldiers — the fairest and bravest in 
the world”, and chanted “The national resis- 
tance is marching here’. 

More than 30 buses had brought them to 
Munich, but not all the nazis made it. About 
170 would-be defenders of the Wehrmacht’s 
honour were left stranded in Berlin after four 
bus drivers refused to transport such doubtful 
cargo to the city that was known during the 
Third Reich as “the capital of the movement”. 
In Halle, another 150 nazis were sitting in 
four buses, waiting to be chauffeured to 
Munich, when some of the bus’s windows 
disappeared in an attack by people who were 
rather less enthusiastic about the Wehrmacht. 

Before and during their arrival in the city, 
the nazis were subjected to heavy police 
checks and surveillance. The searches, which 
in one case led to a 40-kilometre traffic jam 
behind a police checkpoint, uncovered a large 
array of weaponry, which left no doubt as to 
the nazis’ violent intentions. Iron bars, knuck- 
le-dusters, knives, baseball bats and a Russian 
army land mine and detonator were among 
the items confiscated. Police arrested 43 nazis 
during the course of the day. 

The fascist mob that finally appeared on 
Munich’s streets included a large number of 
nazi boneheads, together with representatives 
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rewrite the history of the Nazi period 


of every part of the militant nazi scene and a 
large sprinkling of old nazis and war veterans. 
Their numbers took even the police by sur- 
prise: only 2,000 had been expected. Before 
moving off, the nazis were treated to a short 
concert by their favourite nationalist singer, 
Frank Rennicke, a leading member of the 
nazi Wiking Jugend until it was outlawed. 
Their original plan had been to rally in the 
Marienplatz in front of the town hall, where 
the exhibition is being held. But the square 
was occupied and the surrounding streets 
blockaded by more than 10,000 anti-fascists, 


i 
Young nazis join their grandfathers in an attempt to deny Nazi crimes and 








mobilised by a broad spectrum of organisa- 
tions, including local anti-fascist groups, the 
trade unions, the Greens and the Social 
Democrats. When the fascist demonstration 
approached, it came under a hail of eggs, 
fruit, tomatoes, stones and bottles hurled by 
anti-fascists, with the result that the police 
were forced to divert the nazis away from 
their planned rallying point. 

Although it pulled out from taking part in 
the nazi spectacle at the last moment, the 
Christian Social Union (CSU), the Bavarian 
arm of Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s Christian 
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The NPD’s platform at the march. The banner reads: “Our fathers were no 


criminals! And we are proud of them” 


Democratic Union (CDU), played a key role 
in helping to mobilise for it. The moment it 
was announced that the exhibition would 
come to Munich, the CSU, which has an 
absolute majority in Bavaria, launched a 
vicious campaign against it, claiming that it 
was “an insult to the honour of the German 
army”. The local paper, the Bayernkurier, 
which is a CSU mouthpiece, dutifully echoed 
the party’s intention to fight against what it 
called “the campaign of moral extermination 
against the German people”. 

Taking the lead was the party’s vociferous 
Munich leader Peter Gauweiller (commonly 
referred to as Gauleiter), who boycotted the 
exhibition’s opening ceremony at Munich 
University and organised instead a wreath- 


laying at the city’s memorial for the 
Unknown Soldier. Gauweiller’s rival ceremo- 
ny was attended by CSU leaders, representa- 
tives of the German army, the Bundeswehr, 
and members of ultra-rightist student fraterni- 
ties. It is significant that neither Bavaria’s 
CSU Prime Minister Edmund Stoiber nor 
Chancellor Kohl took any steps to distance 
themselves from the Munich hate campaign. 
Stoiber actually endorsed Gauweiller’s antics. 

Although anti-fascists succeeded in thwart- 
ing the nazis’ plans for a final rally, the 
events in Munich reflect the growing shift to 
the right in German politics. What was taboo 
before becomes increasingly less so, as was 
apparent in the recent row over the descrip- 
tion of British Foreign Secretary, Malcolm 


BELGIUM 


Fascist convicted of 16-year-old murder 


The notorious Belgian fascist Jean-Marie 
Paul has finally been convicted for a murder 
committed 16 years ago. 

At the time of the killing, on 5 December 
1980, Paul, 38, was second-in-command of 
the Brussels section of the violent fascist 
Front de la Jeunesse (FJ), a private army 

_ already outlawed by the Belgian authorities. 
In the FJ, Paul and other activists learned the 
use of firearms and techniques of sabotage 
and spying on political opponents. 

Another aspect of the FJ’s violent tactics 
was to launch regular attacks on migrants in 
shopping centres and on the streets. Paul 
evolved a particularly vicious strategy of 
using his girlfriend, Béatrice Bosquet, to stalk 
migrants. Having latched on to a group of 
migrants, she would start screaming that she 
had been assaulted, providing FJ thugs wait- 
ing nearby with the excuse to wade in and 
beat them up. 

At the beginning of 1980, Paul’s mob of 
fascist hooligans devised a new tactic for car- 
rying out racist attacks by getting Bosquet a 
job as a barmaid at La Rotonde, a Brussels 
pub often frequented by migrants. Bosquet 
started work there on 5 December 1980. 

Within hours of her taking up the job, the 


FJ was in action. Baroudi Hamou, a 
Moroccan, entered the pub and bought a beer. 
Bosquet started shouting that he had not paid 
enough. This was the signal for Paul, who 
was sitting in the pub, to draw a pistol that he 
had used in a paramilitary training session 
earlier in the evening and open fire on 
Hamou, a father of three. 

During the incident, Paul also tried to kill 
Ben Hamou Louardani, another migrant pre- 
sent, who witnessed his murderous attack. 
Louardani survived but was left permanently 
handicapped. 

Sixteen years later, Louardani was on hand 
to hear the evidence presented against Paul 
and his conviction for murder, for which he 
was sentenced to 30 years’ imprisonment. 

Unfortunately, Paul is unlikely ever to 
serve the sentence because, with the help of 
members of the gendarmerie and the Belgian 
secret service, he and Bosquet fled to 
Paraguay on the morning after Hamou’s mur- 
der. The fascist couple have since been grant- 
ed Paraguayan citizenship and repeated 
attempts since 1986 to have them extradited 
to Belgium have been refused. 


From our Belgian correspondent 





Rifkind, in the prestigious Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung as “the Jew Rifkind”. 

The same tendency was evident in a speech 
given by Klaus Landowsky, CDU group lead- 
er in the Berlin city parliament, in which he 
described foreigners as “scum, riffraff and 
rats”. No leading German right-wing politi- 
cians were seen rushing to dissociate them- 
selves from such racist outbursts. 

As for the nazis, bolstered by their mobili- 
sation in Munich, they have announced their 
intention to march in Leipzig on May Day. 


Berlin nazi kills police 
officer 


A heavily armed Berlin nazi attacked a left- 
wing bookshop in the city, seriously wound- 
ing Klaus Baltruschat, a 63-year-old member 
of the shop’s staff. He then moved on to 
Hamburg where he killed Stefan Garge, a 
police officer, on 23 February. 

Kai Diesner, 24, has confessed to the Berlin 
attack, claiming that he “wanted to punish the 
communists” because of the part they had 
played in breaking up a fascist rally in Berlin 
on 15 February. 

Diesner made his admission while being 
questioned by police about the murder of a 
traffic policeman in a shootout on a motor- 
way east of Hamburg. The policeman and a 
colleague, who was shot and wounded, had 
stopped Diesner’s car during a routine traffic 
check and had discovered the car to be stolen. 
The pump-action shotgun used in the attack 
on the police was the same as the weapon 
used in the Berlin shooting, said a police 
spokesman. 

Diesner has been known on the Berlin nazi 
scene for a long time. He told police that he 
belonged to the “White Aryan Resistance”, 
which has been a flag of convenience for acts 
of nazi violence in the past. 

Over the past six years, Diesner has passed 
through a variety of nazi groups, accumulat- 
ing know-how about weapons and firearms 
on the way. His political career appears to 
have started in the nazi squat in East Berlin’s 
Weitlingstrasse as a member of the now 
defunct Nationale Alternative (NA), part of 
Michael Kiihnen’s Gesinnungsgemeinschaft 
der Neuen Front (GdNF). From the NA, he 
graduated to another GdNF offshoot, the 
Sozialrevolutionire Nationalisten, in which 
he took part in weapons training and paramil- 
itary exercises in clandestine camps round 
Berlin and on the Baltic island of Riigen. 

Diesner was also linked with the leading 
Berlin GdNF nazi Arnulf-Winfried Priem and 
took part in an attack, led by Priem, on anti- 
fascists demonstrating outside Priem’s flat in 
Berlin’s Osloer Strasse. Priem and Ekkehard 
Weil, the nazi bomber and terrorist, were fre- 
quent visitors to the Weitlingstrasse nazi 
bunker when Diesner lived there and passed 
on their knowledge of weapons. 

Although he was active in the nazis’ laugh- 
able Anti-Antifa effort and attempted to spy 
on political opponents — even once taking part 
in a leftist demonstration — Diesner appears 
not to have committed his crimes on an 
organised basis. It seems that he was a 
weapons fetishist who, once he got hold of 
guns of his own, decided to go out and use 
them. 
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Nazi salutes are incitement, Swedish court rules 


Eleven nazis were arrested when the nazi 
bonehead Nordland empire staged yet another 
white power rock concert near Linképing, 
south of Stockholm, in late February. The 
nazis were later charged with inciting racial 
hatred and drunkenness. The concert had 
closed with a lawless rampage in which a 
horde of beer-inflamed nazis pelted police 
with stones and bottles. 

Police had already picked up three nazis 
before the gig at a car park outside 
Link6ping, used as an assembly and redirec- 
tion point. Two were sporting openly nazi 
shoulder patches and the third had greeted the 
police with a Hitler salute. 

The eight others were arrested during and 
after the concert. Most of the arrests resulted 
from the nazis’ usual inability to restrain 
themselves from making nazi salutes, which 
the Swedish authorities now frown upon and 
regard as an incitement to racial hatred. 

The Nordland empire, one of the world’s 
largest producers of racist so-called “white 
power” music, is run by the former Reich 
Front fiihrer Torulf Magnusson and the hard- 
core remnants of the old Storm network. 
Nordland is currently the main opponent of 
the British nazi terrorist Combat 18 in the 
international civil war that is raging among 
nazi skinheads. This latest event mobilised 
about 300 young people, half of whom came 
from the LinkGping area. 

The arrested nazis can expect to encounter 
a tougher attitude on the part of the justice 
system following the rejection of an appeal 
by seven nazis arrested during last August’s 
Rudolf Hess march in Trollhittan. 

The seven, who were dressed in nazi uni- 


forms on the day, were arrested for giving 
Hitler salutes. Information presented to the 
appeal court indicates that they all belong to 
the National Socialist Front (NSF) in the 
southern Swedish town of Karlskrona. 

Among those whose conviction was con- 
firmed are the NSF leader Anders Hégstrém 
and leading officers Mikael Silverbark, Peter 
Larsen and Anders Arleskog. The NSF, 
formed a few years ago, has ambitions of 
stepping into the vacuum left by the now 
defunct National Alliance, previously led by 
the former top nazi political soldier John 
Christopher Rangne, as a key organising cen- 
tre of the militant nazi movement. 

The confirmation of the convictions of the 
NSF members has set a very important legal 
precedent because it confirms the ruling of a 
district court that making nazi salutes in a 
public place is a de facto incitement to racial 
hatred. That court sentenced those nazis aged 
over 18 to two months’ jail and imposed fines 
and suspended sentences on the younger 
ones. 

The nazis appealed against the verdict on 
the grounds that the police had given them 
permission to hold the Hess rally. The appeal 
court dismissed their argument, saying that 
permission to hold a demonstration is not 
carte blanche to commit criminal offences. 

The NSF is now considering an appeal to 
the supreme court. At the same time, Thomas 
Wennerstrand, the public prosecutor who suc- 
ceeded against the NSF to court, is thinking 
about bringing criminal incitement charges 
against the organisers of the Hess march. 


From our Swedish correspondent 





Sweden has given a warm welcome 
to Richard Fawcus (right) by granting 
him citizenship. The well known 
thug and former British National 
Party Milton Keynes organiser has in 
recent years been one of the key 
liaison officers between British and 
Swedish nazis. Living in Sweden 

and married to a Swedish fascist 
activist, he has built up a far-right 
music business in his new homeland. 
Another triumph for Swedish liberal 
democracy 


Italian fascists oppose new rights for migrants 


The Italian government has passed new laws 
on immigration, designed to bring Italy into 
line with the rest of the European Union. 

The legislation received an overwhelming 
parliamentary majority. It was opposed only 
by part of Silvio Berlusconi’s Forza Italia 
(FI), together with the fascist Alleanza 
Nazionale (AN) and the fascist-separatist 
Lega Nord, which rushed out a statement 
branding all immigrants as “disease carriers.” 

While the new law is partly aimed at beef- 
ing up entry restrictions by tightening inspec- 
tions of passports and work permits, it also 
attempts to regularise the situation for the 
large numbers of migrants who are in the 
country “without papers”. Automatic resident 
status will now be granted to migrants who 
can show they have been in Italy for a mini- 
mum of six years. 

Resident migrants will also have the right 
to seek housing from town councils and to 
vote in local elections, together with repre- 
sentation on local councils. Those engaged in 
smuggling migrants will, however, face 
heavy fines and lengthy jail sentences if 
caught plying their trade in human misery. 

The Italian government estimates that 90 
per cent of migrants will benefit. The fact that 
the fascist opposition simply voted against, 
without proposing amendments, indicates that 
it wants to concentrate on mobilising hostility 
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to the government’s economic policies. 

At the same time, both Gianfranco Fini, 
leader of the AN, and Berlusconi are trying to 
cultivate the image of accepted, responsible 
international statesmen. Both have targeted 
the Israeli government as a possible source of 
recognition. In February, Berlusconi held a 
meeting with the Israeli premier Binyamin 
Netanyahu, ostensibly so that the media 
tycoon could advise Netanyahu on the pri- 
vatisation of Israel’s Channel | television. 

During the discussions Berlusconi report- 
edly raised the question of an invitation to 
Israel for Fini and was assured that such an 
invitation would be arranged for later in the 
year. Berlusconi, perhaps with his eye on a 
second chance to become Prime Minister, 
also staged a meeting with Spain’s conserva- 
tive premier José Aznar. 

Meanwhile Fini, fixated with the idea of 
getting a clean bill of health for his fascist 
AN, organised a delegation to Italy’s chief 
rabbi, Elio Toaff. Toaff gave him the brush 
off, telling him that anyone can go to Israel as 
a tourist without the consent of a rabbi. 

In April, more than ten million Italian vot- 
ers will go to the polls in local elections. 
Forecasts based on current voting intentions 
show that the AN’s vote is likely to rise by 
nearly two percentage points to 17 per cent, 
compared with the previous elections in 1994, 


while the vote for Forza Italia and the Lega 
Nord looks set to fall. The polarisation of 
Italian politics continues with the left-centre 
government bloc taking about 45 per cent of 
the vote and the extreme-right 40 per cent. 

Most significant is the continuing demise 
of the Lega Nord and its firebrand leader, 
Umberto Bossi. Having engineered a flop on 
a monumental scale with its absurd declara- 
tion of independence last year, the Lega Nord 
has declined from 11 per cent to 7.5 per cent 
in the opinion polls. 

Storm clouds lie ahead for Bossi and his 
organisation as a result of what appears to 
have been a political execution carried out by 
Austrian separatists in the disputed South 
Tyrol region of northern Italy. 

The shadowy world of the so-called 
Schiitzen militia has been rocked by the mur- 
der, in mid-February, of Christian Waldner, a 
key founder and former South Tyrol regional 
chief of Jérg Haider’s fascist Freedom 
Movement in Austria. Waldner was shot dead 
the day before he was due to address a Lega 
Nord congress. Days later, the Freedom 
Movement’s regional leader, Paul Rainer, was 
arrested for the murder and has since con- 
fessed. Neither Bossi nor Haider have yet 
commented on the killing. 


From our Italian correspondent 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Warsaw’s only synagogue after being hit by an arson attack at the end of 
February. Police found evidence that an inflammable substance had been 
thrown in through a window. Bomb threats had been telephoned to a Jewish 
educational charity two days before the fire 


Former Polish nazi leader goes public 


“Robson” was a well known figure in nazi 
skinhead circles, not only in Poland, but also 
internationally. He was the manager of 
Konkwista 88, arguably the most popular 
East European nazi skinhead band, based in 
Wroclaw in western Poland. 

He was also the founder of Aryski Front 
Przetrwania (Aryan Survival Front), an open- 
ly national socialist organisation composed of 
violent skinheads. The AFP was, among oth- 
ers, responsible for the infamous attack on a 
Wroclaw students’ demonstration when 
Nelson Mandela was released from jail in 
1990. The AFP has organised numerous nazi 
gigs and events such as the “Hitler Festival” 
in 1992. 

The leaders of the AFP served as the main 
link between the Polish nazi skinhead scene 
and its western European counterparts. Their 
contacts led to the British nazi band No 
Remorse playing in Poland. A concert featur- 
ing Skrewdriver was also planned, but did not 
take place because of the death of 
Skrewdriver’s leader, Ian Steward Donaldson, 
in a car crash. 

After devoting many years of his life to 
spreading nazi ideas, Robson realised how 
pathetic it was to be a fascist in a country 
where the nazis had murdered millions of 
innocent people during the Second World 
War. Following a crisis of beliefs, he broke all 
his contacts with the nazi scene. His former 
friends repeatedly attempted to “punish the 
traitor of the white race”, but they have not 
managed to bring him back into organised 
racist activity. 

Instead “Robson” made the brave decision 
to go public. In a long interview published in 
two consecutive issues of Nigdy Wiecej 
(Never Again), the Polish anti-fascist 
magazine modelled on Searchlight, he 
revealed the Polish nazis’ international con- 
tacts and the attempts by far-right nationalist 
parties, such as _ Polskie Stronnictwo 


Narodowe (Polish National Party), to recruit 
members from among the most violent nazi 
thugs. 

Robson’s information was also used in an 
article in Gazeta Wyborcze, Poland’s largest 
circulation daily newspaper. The article, writ- 
ten by a journalist from the Nigdy Wiecej 
team, outlined the current state of Polish fas- 
cism and warned against attempts by racist 
groups to infiltrate the conservative right- 
wing umbrella organisations. 

The largest fascist force trying to influence 
the mainstream right is Prawica Narodowa 
(National Right), which has close links with 
Jean-Marie Le Pen’s Front National. PN, led 
by Krzystof Kawecki, has been admitted into 
a new right-wing coalition, Akcja Wyborcza 
“Solidarnosc” (Electoral Action “Solidarity’’). 
Anti-fascists are urging the leaders of the 
Polish right to distance themselves from the 
racist element in their camp. Such pressure is 
likely to grow after the arson attack on the 
Warsaw’s only working synagogue on 26 
February. 

Following many months of campaigning by 
the Anti-Nazi Group and the Polish Union of 
Jewish Students, a ban on totalitarian parties 
and other organisations promoting nazism, 
fascism and racial hatred has been included in 
the parliamentary draft of the new Polish con- 
stitution. If it goes through it will prove a 
serious blow to Polish fascists. 

The Office for the Protection of the State 
has already cracked down on the Polish sec- 
tion of Blood and Honour: propaganda mate- 
rial and address lists were seized and numer- 
ous arrests made in Olsztyn, Kedzierzyn- 
Kozle, Wroclaw, Opole and other towns. 

However, 1997 is an election year in 
Poland and fascism is clearly going to stay on 
the political agenda in the months to come. 


From our Polish correspondent at Nigdy 
Wiecej 


SOUTH AFRICA 


New twist to Chris 
Hani killing 


New evidence has recently come to light in 
South Africa concerning the murder of Chris 
Hani, leader of the ANC and the South 
African Communist Party. The evidence once 
again implicates the London-based journalist 
Arthur Kemp in a new secret service intrigue. 

Last year Searchlight published a three-part 
series on links between the extreme right in 
South Africa and the European neo-nazi 
movement, and a mercenary plot to create a 
white homeland in 1994. We revealed the 
emergence in Britain of Kemp, a South 
African journalist and rightwinger, who was 
initially implicated in the Hani killing. 

It has now emerged that South African 
Military Intelligence (DMI) knew of Hani’s 
impending assassination from right-wing 
informants and more astonishingly from with- 
in the ANC. According to the Daily Mail and 
The Guardian, this evidence seems to con- 
firm an intelligence interest in the 
Communist’s death, but also indicates, per- 
haps more surprisingly, that liberal forces 
within the ANC leadership may be implicat- 
ed. 

Julie Wilken, long-time girlfriend of the 
DMI agent Eugene Riley, has made a sworn 
statement claiming that she typed a report 
from Riley containing information about a 
planned assassination of Hani. She claims 
that two documents were produced, one of 
which definitely reached DMI headquarters. 
The first stated that there was a potential plot 
to kill or frighten; the second confirmed the 
plot, even talking of a “Polish member of the 
‘strike unit”. 

The book seemed closed on the Hani mur- 
der when a South African court sentenced the 
Conservative Party politician Clive Derby- 
Lewis and the Polish immigrant Janusz Waluz 
to death, later altered to life imprisonment. In 
a move unrelated to the new information, 
both men have applied for amnesty from the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 

News that the DMI may have been aware 
of the plot to assassinate Hani and failed to 
prevent it should come as no surprise. What is 
surprising is the allegation that some liberal 
forces within the ANC may have given tacit 
approval for the killing. According to the 
newspaper report, one source of DMI infor- 
mation within the ANC leadership was 
Mohammed Amin Laher, a member of the 
ANC’s Department of Intelligence and 
Security, who operated under the code name 
“Ramon”. 

The ANC was deeply penetrated by the 
DMI. Searchlight last September identified 
several key members of the ANC’s London 
staff who were working, perhaps unwittingly, 
for the apartheid regime. Among them were 
Solly Smith, head of ANC London, and Dr 
Francis Melli, a member of the ANC and 
South African Communist Party leadership. 
Controlling the DMI’s operations in London 
was Cliff Saunders, the London correspon- 
dent of the South African Broadcasting 
Corporation. 

Kemp was initially implicated in Hani’s 
Continued on page 24 
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death after the investigating police discovered 
that Clive Derby Lewis had received Hani’s 
address in a list of ANC activists passed on 
by Kemp. Kemp argued that the list was to be 
used for pickets, while the prosecution por- 
trayed it as a hit list. In the course of the 
investigation it emerged that Kemp was an 
intelligence informer within the right wing, 
and during the court case he appeared as a 
state witness. 

Kemp has a long history of involvement 
with the apartheid regime. While at college 
he was active in the Moderate Student 
Movement, a section of the National Student 
Federation (NSF). The NSF was run by 
Russell Crystal and it has now. been revealed 
that it was funded by the DMI to propagate 
pro-apartheid views. Crystal went on to head 
another DMI front, the International Freedom 
Foundation. 

After leaving college Kemp joined the 
notorious South African security police, an 
outfit designed to control internal security 
and responsible for the deaths of dozens of 
innocent black people. It is believed that 
while in the employment of the police, Kemp 
covered up at least one murder himself. 

Intelligence and police sources confirmed 
to the Daily Mail and The Guardian that 
Kemp had been an informant for the National 
Intelligence Service, the country’s internal 
security service. It is also alleged that after 
the assassination the NIS decided to open its 
hand to F W de Klerk’s government: the 
agency told the then president of its relation- 
ship with Kemp, while denying Kemp had 
acted in any official capacity. 
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Nazi trio jailed at Old Bailey 


Three members of Combat 18 have been 
jailed for possessing hate material containing 
hit lists and bomb making instructions. The 
three, who were aged 35, 36 and 26, had 
pleaded guilty. 

Justice Henry Pownall, QC, ordered that 
the defendants’ names should not be identi- 
fied as the two older men were facing further 
serious charges and the younger man was a 
potential Crown witness in that case. The 
media were also ordered not to reveal where 
the men lived. 

Justice Pownall told the jury that the mate- 
rial, which was glossy and well produced, 
was not only likely to stir up racial hatred but 
was intended to do so. In the eyes of the law 
it went far beyond the bounds of freedom of 
speech. 

Prosecuting counsel presented evidence 
that the articles on making bombs and detona- 
tors would have enabled people reading the 
material to make the devices. 

The court also heard that the men had been 
in possession of CDs which contained a clear 
message of hatred for a wide range of people, 
not only blacks and Jews. Lyrics on the CDs 
strongly attacked the police, gay people and 
other groups in society. 

The prosecution stated that C18 claimed to 
be a splinter group from the British National 
Party, but the investigating officers had failed 
to find the constitution or determine the struc- 
ture of the organisation. 

Sentence was passed on 12 March. The two 
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older men were imprisoned for 17 months 
and the younger man for one year. 

The following day The Guardian published 
a photograph showing the blanked out face of 
one of the defendants surrounded by his sup- 
porters outside the court. 
The Guardian quoted a spokesperson from 
Searchlight saying that the sentences were 
depressingly low as the material in the case 
involved hit lists and bomb making instruc- 
tions. In an atmosphere where the courts are 
being called upon to get tough with serious 
and violent criminals, such sentences are 
unlikely to act as a deterrent, especially to 
the fanatical members of groups such as 
Combat 18. 


NOTICES 


Postie. Thanks for the information. We would 
like to hear more about nazis working in the 
Post Office. 

Paedophilia. If you have any information on 
the paedophile ring operating within the 
British National Party, we would be pleased 
to publish details and hand over any hard 
information to the appropriate authorities. 
Harrington. Why is Patrick Harrington’s 
mother so obsessed with legacies these days? 
Nazi godfather. According to Colin Jordan, 
he is seriously ill. We would like to give him 
a suitable obituary when he passes over to 
Valhalla. Yarns, sagas and gossip welcome. 
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